
 
 

 

SPH Program Summer 2024 

Instituto Nacional de Salud Pública (INSP) 

Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico 
 

Up to two School of Public Health students will be selected to participate in a field experience during the summer of 2024 in  

collaboration with Instituto Nacional de Salud Pública (INSP), the National Institute of Public Health of Mexico. Students 

will be exposed to the School of Public Health and the INSP            educational, practice, and research activities. INSP is looking 

for creative students who are committed to community-based public health and who have an understanding of global public 

health. 

 
Students must apply to the Global Health Program’s SPH Mexico Program. Field experiences will be tailored to students’ 

interests, qualifications, and host organization faculty match following the applicant selection process. To review potential 

areas of work, please visit the INSP website. 

 

*This field experience may be used as a student applied practice experience, subject to approval by students’ academic and 

divisional AP advisor. 
 

**Travel to Cuernavaca is dependent on the U.S. State Department's travel advisory for the State of Morelos. If travel to 

Morelos is not permitted due to U.S. State Department travel advisory, SPH and INSP staff will work with students to 

identify another potential location in Mexico where students can travel for the experience. 
 

Eligibility Requirements: 

The applicant must: 

• Be enrolled in the MPH program at SPH 

• Have completed 18 SH of the MPH curriculum by the date of travel 

• Have intermediate Spanish proficiency 

• Be able to commit to a minimum 6-week time period in summer 2024 (May – August 2024) 

• Have a cumulative GPH of 3.0 or better (4.0 scale) 

• Priority will be given to: 

o Students enrolled in the Global Health Curriculum 

• Should a student be selected: 

o Obtain the University of Illinois System’s comprehensive insurance for international travel 
o Abide by the host organization’s policies and procedures 
o Commit to making a meaningful contribution to the host organization 
o Act in an ambassadorial manner throughout the experience 
o Participate in two cultural activities and document these experiences in a two-page reflection for each site   
o Commit to completing three journal entries, including a post experience report 
o Conduct a presentation to the program team at UIC to report on their learning experience 
o Students are highly encouraged to submit a poster to the SPH Annual Research and Awards Day

https://www.insp.mx/
https://www.insp.mx/


 

 

Application: 
The applicant must submit: 

• Application Form 

• Updated resume/CV 

• A brief statement of intent (no more than two double-spaced pages) identifying why you would like to participate in 

the SPH Mexico Program and qualifications you will bring. Please also include special areas of interest on which 

you hope to focus. 

• Please briefly mention any prior international experience. 

• Results from a language self-assessment tool 

o Cervantes: https://www.cervantes.to/test_inicial.html 

o Lengalia: https://www.lengalia.com/en/placement-test.html 

• A copy of the applicant’s UIC transcript (available from my.uic.edu). 

 
 

APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT ONE PDF THAT INCLUDES ALL APPLICATION DOCUMENT 

 

Timeline 

• Applications are due by March 18, 2024. 

• Selected applicants will be notified in early April. 

 
Process 

• Student indicates intent by submitting application. 

• Students are expected to inform advisor of intent. 

• Applicants are notified of selection outcome. 

• Student, applied practice experience advisor, SPH Global Health Program, and host organization 

build learning objectives for experience. 

 
Budget 
Students will work with the Global Health Program to discuss budget. 

 

Round-trip airfare and housing are kindly subsidized by the Global Health Program. As such, students selected for 

the SPH Mexico Program are not allowed to receive funding through other Global Health Program scholarships. 

Applicants to this program are also welcome to apply for those other scholarships but will have to choose which 

opportunity to accept should they be accepted by more than one. 

 
 

Please submit applications and direct questions to: 
Keith Partyka, MSW 

Academic Advisor, Global Health Program 

312-355-3219 

kpartyka@uic.edu 

http://www.cervantes.to/test_inicial.html
http://www.lengalia.com/en/placement-test.html
mailto:kpartyka@uic.edu
mailto:kpartyka@uic.edu


 

SPH Mexico Program 

Summer 2024 Application Form 
 

 

Applicant Information: 
 

Name: Last First 

 

UIN# UIC E-Mail Address Alternative Email Address Telephone 

 

UIC School of Public Health Information: 

 

Academic Division 

 

Date matriculated: Semester Year 

Expected graduation date: Semester  Year 

Academic Advisor: 

Name Email 

Campus Tel. 

By my signature below, I authorize the release of my name, transcripts, and the additional contents of the application 

to be shared with the SPH Global Health Committee. 
 

 

Applicant Signature Date 

 

 


