
 

 
 
 
 
 
January 6, 2022.  
  
To: 
Honorable Lori Lightfoot, Chicago Mayor 
Dr. Allison Arwady, Commissioner, Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) 
Candace Moore, Chief Equity Officer, City of Chicago 
  
Subject: RMG/Southside Recycling Permit Application and the Imperative to Deny the Permit 
  
We, undersigned organizations, and individuals, write to you as your public health colleagues to 
communicate to you and the Chicago Department of Public Health (CDPH) our insistence that the permit 
application for the RMG/Southside Recycling, which acquired the assets of General Iron in Lincoln 
Park in the fall of 2019, be denied. The well documented excess burden of pollution already 
experienced by residents living in Southeast Chicago is strong enough evidence against a permit for the 
RMG/Southside Recycling’s facility in the Southeast Side. The decision to issue the permit would be in 
direct opposition to the shared vision to close the racial life expectancy gap in Chicago that we as public 
health professionals have committed to in Healthy Chicago 2025 which envisions a city where all people 
and all communities are empowered, free from oppression, and strengthened by equitable access to 
resources, environments and opportunities that promote optimal health and well-being.  
  
We in public health stood with CDPH in June of this year when you declared racism a public health 
crisis. Being attentive to racial justice includes engaging in critical analysis of the role of how socio-
economic, political structural decisions such as permitting of industry in low-income Black, Latinx and 
low-income communities maintain systems of oppression that advantage wealthy, white communities and 
disadvantage lower-income, Black and brown communities. Fighting for racial justice also means 
committing to building voice and power in the public health system of those who may be most 
burdened by city decisions in every step. By contrast, the city is currently proposing to reduce 
environmental burden in one area of the city while increasing burden in a community already 
overburdened by industrial emissions and associated health risks. This is unjust and unacceptable. 
  
We stand firmly in our conviction that, based on healthy equity principles, the permit should be denied. 
We simultaneously feel compelled to also comment on both methodological and scientific deficiencies in 
the current Health Impact Assessment (HIA) that CDPH is conducting to inform the January 2022 
permitting decision. Procedurally, the HIA is in direct conflict with racial justice and health equity 
principles and commitment that form the basis of Healthy Chicago 2025, which seeks to prioritize 
populations experiencing inequities, specifically Black, brown, and low-income Chicagoans, which are 
the very same people communities disproportionately burdened by pollution. We know that CDPH is well 
aware of best practice in community engagement in HIAs. Stakeholders need to be included in each step 
of the HIA process: in the selection of the data and methods used, drafting of recommendations, 
reporting, and monitoring and evaluation. Indeed, on November 2, CDPH stated the need for stakeholder 
engagement in the HIA process, but in direct contrast, announced that three out of the six steps in the HIA 
process had already been completed without inclusive and sustained community involvement. Further, the 
City’s proposed decision-making timeline in the holiday season prevents any meaningful engagement of 
community before the permitting decision is made in January 2022. The City’s recently announced plan 
to seek additional community input in an upcoming December meeting creates additional concerns that 
the rapid engagement during the holiday season prevents meaningful engagement that can alter the permit 



 

decision to be made in January. Furthermore, rushing the HIA process forward while severely lacking in 
meaningful and authentic community engagement without oversight by a community accountability team, 
a science advisory board, or external expert panel violates the moral imperative of a public health agency 
and puts the health of an already overburdened community at greater risk. In summary, the current 
process is misaligned with racial justice principles and best practices surrounding robust, antiracist 
community engagement in high-stakes public health decisions and there is no way to remedy this 
with CDPH’s proposed timeline. 
  
In addition to deficits in the HIA engagement processes, we have also noted several critical scientific 
and technical deficiencies and limitations in the HIA work performed to date, including deficiencies 
related to the air quality analysis, and socioeconomic and health data analysis presented on November 2 
meeting. These include the use of current EPA national air quality standards (NAAQS) for PM2.5, which 
are considerably higher than those recently adopted by the WHO; growing scientific health effects 
literature documenting health risks at levels far lower than the EPA’s NAAQS standards for PM2.5; lack 
of air, soil and health data more proximal to the proposed site; effects of increased truck traffic; 
anticipated impacts of outdoor storage and noise; biases inherent in community data as opposed to local 
comparisons of health; differential access to care; and lack of covariate data. Despite these HIA 
shortcomings, the ample data already in existence indicates that there is a disproportionate 
environmental burden currently experienced by the residents on the Southeast Side. Daily average 
PM2.5 concentrations measured by IEPA’s Washington High School air monitoring station are the 
highest in the region. The annual and 24-hour average PM10 concentrations, and heavy metal 
concentrations in Total Suspended Particulates (TSP) measured at the Washington High School site for 
lead, nickel and manganese have increased since 2018. There is a high level of traffic and a multitude of 
polluting industries in the area, as well as disproportionate differential access to medical care and services 
in this very same area. Our data concerns about CDPH’s HIA are so extensive that they will be detailed 
by a team of UIC SPH scientists and colleagues in a separate letter forthcoming. 
  
Based on the information above, it is clear the permit for the RMG/Southside Recycling should be 
denied. The structural, process-related, scientific, and technical deficiencies of the HIA performed by the 
CDPH do not adhere to the scientific or professional credibility standards by any entity, including CDPH 
itself, to be considered an adequate assessment that can inform decisions, In the name of health justice, 
we are committed to eliminate the racial and structural inequities and disparities and improve health 
equity, particularly, for our socioeconomically disadvantaged Black and brown communities such as the 
southeast side. We urge the City and CDPH to foster and advocate for public health protection for all 
residents of Chicago, particularly for residents who are already burdened with higher and disproportionate 
public health risk. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To follow up or for more information, contact Jeni Hebert-Beirne, Associate Dean for Community 
Engagement, Interim Director of the Collaboratory for Health Justice and the ChicAgo Center for Health 
and EnvironmenT – Community Engagement Core (CACHET CEC) at sphcollaboratory@uic.edu. 
 
 
 



 

Lead Letter Organizers:  
UIC School of Public Health Collaboratory for Health Justice 
Wayne H. Giles, MD, MS, Dean of the UIC School of Public Health 
Jeni Hebert-Beirne, PhD, MPH, Associate Dean for Community Engagement, Interim Director  

of the Collaboratory for Health Justice 
Maggie Acosta, MA, Assistant Director of the Collaboratory for Health Justice 
 
The ChicAgo Center for Health and EnvironmenT – Community Engagement Core (CACHET 
CEC) 
Jeni Hebert-Beirne, PhD, MPH, Co-Director, CACHET Community Engagement Core 
Victoria Persky, M.D. Professor Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, UIC SPH 
Serap Erdal, Ph.D., Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences, UIC SPH 
Gail S. Prins, PhD, Michael Reese Professor, UIC College of Medicine and School of Public  

Health, Co-Director, CACHET 
Habibal Ahsan, MD, Louis Block Distinguished Professor, Director, Institute for Population and  

Precision Health, University of Chicago, Co-Director, CACHET 
Briseis Aschebrook-Kilfoy, PhD, Co-Director, CACHET Community Engagement Core 
Daisy Magaña, MPH 
Nadia Pack, BS 
Rachel Brink, MPH/MBA (c) 
Sandra Avelar, MPH (c)  
 
Southeast Environmental Task Force 
Olga Bautista, Executive Director of SETF 
Rev. Matthew Zemanick, SETF 
Yesenia Chavez, United Neighbors of the 10th Ward (UN10) 
Breanna Bertacchi, United Neighbors of the 10 Ward (UN10) 
Carlos Enriquez, SETF, Chicago Environmental Justice Network 
Luis Rivera, MD Assistant Professor of Clinical Family Medicine, UIC College of Medicine. 
 
UIC School of Public Health Administration and Divisions 
Wayne H. Giles, Dean of the UIC School of Public Health 
Alyson Lofthouse, Senior Associate Director, Global Health Program 
Benjamin Shaw, PhD, MPH, Community Health Sciences Division Director 
Christina R. Welter, DrPH, MPH, Director of DrPH in Leadership, Associate Director of Policy,  

Practice, and Prevention Research Center 
Linda Forst, MD, MPH, Professor, Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences,  

Occupational Medicine Specialist 
Nadine Peacock, PhD, Associate Dean for Diversity and Inclusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The aforementioned letter has been signed by 8 elected and city officials, 69 organizations, 
and 754 individuals as of 10 am on Monday, December 20.   
 
Sixty-Nine Organizations in Solidarity 
33rd Ward Working Families 
Advocates for Urban Agriculture (AUA) 
AIDS Foundation Chicago 
AIHA/ASSP UIC The School of Public Health  
Alliance for Research in Chicagoland Communities, Northwestern University 
Black Women Organizing for Power  
Bridges/Puentes Justice Collective of the Southeast 
Brighton Park Neighborhood Council 
Center for Neighborhood Technology (CNT) 
Chicago Asian Americans for Environmental Justice 
Chicago Audubon Society 
Chicago Environmental Educators  
Chicago Food Policy Action Council 
Chicago Housing Justice League 
Chicago United for Equity 
Chicago Women's AIDS Project 
Chicagoland Equity Network  
Citizen Action/Illinois 
Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly 
Collaborative for Health Equity Cook County 
Communities United / ReBirth of Greater Roseland 
Community Outreach Intervention Projects, UIC School of Public Health 
Edgewater Environmental Coalition 
Esperanza Health Centers 
EverThrive Illinois 
Extinction Rebellion Chicago 
Figueroa Wu Family Foundation 
Garfield Park Community Council 
Grassroots Collaborative  
Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Housing Opportunities and Maintenance for the Elderly (H.O.M.E.) 
Human Impact Partners 
Illinois Poor People’s Campaign 
Indivisible Chicago-South Side 
Indivisible IL9 - Andersonville/Edgewater 
Just Transition Northwest Indiana 
Latin American and Latino Studies, University of Illinois Chicago 
Latino Medical Student Association-UICOM Chicago Chapter 
Lawyers' Committee for Better Housing 
Legal Council for Health Justice 
Logan Square Neighborhood Association 
Metropolitan Planning Council 
Metropolitan Tenants Organization 
Mobile Care Chicago 
National Association of Social Workers, Illinois Chapter 
Nehemiah Family Fellowship Church 



 

Network 49  
Nordson Green Earth Foundation 
Northside Action for Justice 
Northwestern University Program in Public Health 
Padres Angeles  
Proviso Partners for Health 
Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago 
Radical Public Health at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
Respiratory Health Association 
Rush University Medical Center Office of  Community Health Equity  
Sergio Cueto Tellez 
Shriver Center on Poverty Law 
Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Society of Black Urban Planners 
South/West Area Civic League of Chicago 
Southeast Environmental Task Force 
The Clever Sleuth 
The Freshwater Lab 
The Medicina Scholars Program 
UIC Center for Healthy Work 
Ujamaa Co-op Farmers Market 
University of Illinois Hospital and Health Sciences 
Working Family Solidarity 
 
Seven Hundred and Fifty-Four Individuals in Solidarity 
Abby Milloy, MBA, MPH 
Abigail Garcia  
Abigail Johnston 
Adam Beaver, MUPP, UIC School of Urban Planning and Policy 
Adam Bok 
Adenike Adeniji 
Adithya Sivakumar, MD Class of 2023, Rush Medical COllege 
Adriana Black, MPH, MAT, University of Chicago 
Adrienne A. Williams, PhD, UIC College of Medicine 
Aeysha Chaudhry, MSc, UIC School of Public Health 
Ainna Flaminia, BSN, RN 
Aixa Alfonso, PhD, Dept. Biological Sciences 
Aleksandar Kajmakoski, PHIMC 
Alex Rains, M2, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Alex Wu, MD 
Alexander Guyan, BS, RN  
Alexandra Larkin, MPH  
Alexandra Pollock, UIC student 
Alexandra Ramos, sonographer, UI Health 
Alexis Cacioppo, BA, The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Alexis Vittallo, OTS 
Aliaa Eldabli, Research and Learning Coordinator, Well-Being and Equity in the World 
Alice J. Dan, PhD, Professor Emerita, University of Illinois Chicago (CON & SPH) 
Alicia Riley, PhD MPH, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Alisa Velonis, MPH, PhD, UIC School of Public Health, Community Health Sciences 
Alison Anastasio, PhD, CACHET, University of Chicago 



 

Alison Kaplan, MPH, MSW 
Alison S. Hayward MD MPH 
Aliza Baron  
Alli Lowe, MSW, LCSW 
Allison Liu, Pritzker School of Medicine 
Almudena Veiga-Lopez, DVM, PhD, UIC School of Medicine 
Alvin Gordian-Arroyo 
Alyson Dressman, MA student, UIC College of Urban Planning and Policy 
Alyson Giordano, MPH, UIC School of Public Health  
Alyssa Harsha 
Amanda Benitez, MPH 
Amanda Bradke, MD, Rush University Medical Center 
Amanda Dougherty, MPH, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Amanda Goldstein 
Amanda Peters, Sr. Research Specialist, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Amanda Ross, MD, Rush University & Northwestern Emergency Medicine Physician 
Ambareen Khan, DO, UIC 
Amber Ryan, MEd 
Amber Uskali, MPH, UIC School of Public Health  
Amelia O'Brien-Combs, MPH, RDN 
Amy Anderson, PhD, UIC Center of Excellence in Maternal and Child Health 
Amy Do MA National Louis University 
Amy Eisenstein 
Amy Rood 
Amy Zemanick, MPH Candidate, University of Maryland School of Medicine  
Ana Laura Betancourt, MPH, Benedictine University  
Andrea DaViera, MA, UIC Psychology Department 
Andrea Vallejo, Paralegal, LCBH 
Andrea, Director of Environmental Education 
Andres Miranda Hlp 
Andrew Michaelis, MS3, Rush Medical College 
Andrew Yale 
Andy Daglas 
Angel Scanzera, OD, MPH 
Angela Eastlund, MS, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Angela Odoms-Young, PhD 
Angelica Alvarez, M.Ed, UIC College of Dentistry 
Angie Benavides 
Angie Rodriguez  
Anna Baccellieri, ABD, MPA, UIC School of Public Health 
Anna Beadleston 
Anna schwartz, MPH 
Anne Bisognano 
Anne Haag, MSW student, UIC Jane Addams College of Social Work 
Anne Jansen  
Anne Judith Krantz, MD 
Anne Scheetz, MD 
Annette Anderson 
Annie Howard, Organizer, Chicago Housing Justice League 
Anthony Avina 
Anthony Bilotti, Ph.D., MPH 



 

Anthony Carlsen 
Antoinette Price, MD, MPH UIC Family and Community Medicine Residency 
Antoniah Lewis-Reese, MBA, Senior Director of Strategic Initiatives, UIC SPH 
Antonio Rendón 
Anya Cruz 
Aqsa Ali 
Arden Handler, DrPH 
Ariel Leifer MD 
Ariel Thomas Sansing, MS, Alliance for Research in Chicagoland Communities, Northwestern University 
and EverThrive IL Board of Directors Member 
Aseem, MBBS, MD(India), MPH Epi Student UIC-SPH 
Ashlee Van Schyndel, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Ashley Fleming 
Ashley Galvan 
Athena Jane Manatis-Lornell, BA, Medical Student, Rush Medical College 
Aurora Maldonado 
Autumn Gage 
Ayesha T Qazi- Lampert, PhD student, UIC College of Education 
Bailey Lanai, MPH student, UIC School of Public Health 
Bailey Werner, UIC CUPPA 
Banita M. McCarn, MEd, Sinai Urban Health Institute  
Barbara Shaw, DNP, FNP-BC, Rush University College of Nursing 
Barry Feldman, Chicommons and Extinction Rebellion 
Bea Floresca, MPH Student, UIC School of Public Health 
Beatrice Lumpkin, former chairperson Women's Committee, Wisconsin Steelworkers Save our Jobs 
Committee, currently Chicago Teachers Union Retiree Delegate. 
Becky Darling, MUPP, UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
Bethany Taylor 
Betina OHara 
Bijal Jain, MD 
Blair Harvey 
Blas Gonzalez, Certified Medical Assistant at Family Medicine 
Boogie McClarin 
Brandon Patterson, MUPP Student 
Breanna Bertacchi, BA, UN10 
Brenda Santoyo  
Brenikki Floyd, PhD, MPH 
Brian Edmiston, MPH Candidate for Community Health Sciences, UIC School of Public Health 
Brian Lampert 
Bridget Gavaghan, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Bridget Vaughn, Reporter for City Bureau and South Side Weekly 
Brigitte Dietz, MPH 
Brisa Aschebrook, PHD MPH 
Briton Holmberg, MSW, LCSW, Co-Creator of Becoming an Anti-Racist Mental Health Professional 
Brittany Bullocks MPH UIC SPH 
Bruce Ente 
Bruce Grau GNP-BC,retired 
Bruce Strohm 
Burton DeWilde, PhD 
Buyanjargal Munkh-Ochir 
Caesar Sanchez  



 

Camille Bundy, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Candice Gary 
Carlos Rodriguez, Illinois Poor People's Campaign Quad Chair 
Carol  Johnson  
Carole Levine, Community Activist, Board Member of Chicago Women Take Action 
Carolina Macias, Undergrad, UIC School of Public Health  
Carolina Rojas 
Caroline Wator, UIC School of Public Health 
Caryn Ward 
Casey Ernstes 
Casey Lowman, MPH 
Catherine Christeller 
Catherine O'Reilly 
Catherine Timura, PhD 
Cathy J. Cohen, University of Chicago 
Cathy Moon, Professor Emeritus, Dept of Art Therapy, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Cathy Shanley 
Cecilia Flores 
Cecilia Macias, UIC School of Public Health 
Cecilia Perez, BS 
Cesar Nunez 
Chelsea Crean, MA 
Cheryl Conner, MD, MPH, UIC Department of Medicine 
Chhavi Gandhi, MD FAAAAI  
Chiebonam Oguejiofor, M.D. 
Chloe Edmiston, MPH(c), UIC School of Public Health 
Chloe Gurin-Sands, MPH, Metropolitan Planning Council 
Christiane Rey 
Christie Lalande 
Christina Baum 
Christina Harber 
Christine Walley, Ph.D., MIT  
Christpoher Rapisarda  
Christy Gomez Hupe, DNP, UI Health 
Cindy M Duran, MSW, UIC Jane Addams College of Social Work 
Cindy San Miguel, MPH Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Cindy Vilchiz, UIC College of Liberal Arts and Science  
Claire Larkin 
Claire Simon, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Claire Thatcher, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Claire Thesing, MD 
Clarissa Najera, MBA, MPH 
Concetta Reda, MPH (c), UIC School of Public Health 
Connie Gando, UIC School of Public Health 
Corie Anderson, MUPP, UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
Corina Pedraza 
Corinne Blum, MD 
Cristal Gomez 
Cristian Roa, Latin American and Latino Studies, UIC 
Cristina Galvan 
Crystal Maciel, B.S. 



 

Crystal Perez 
Cynthia Klein-Banai, PhD, Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences 
Cynthia M. Lilagan, MS 
Cynthia Medina, BS, UIC Scool of Public Health 
Damaris R. Rodriguez, UIC School of Liberal Arts and Sciences  
Dane Mayer 
Daniel Antonio, BA, UIC School of Public Health 
Daniel Morales-Doyle, PhD, UIC College of Education 
Daniel Persky, JD, University of Chicago 
Daniel Villalobos-Terrazas, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Daniela Herrera 
Darielle Sherrod, MPH 
David Cosey  
David O'Donnell, MUPP  
David Xavier Marquez, PhD, UIC 
David Zhou, Student, UIC College of Engineering 
David Zoltan 
Dayane Padilla 
Deborah Edberg MD 
Deborah Fenner, PhD 
Debra L Hammond 
Denise Montes de Oca, UIC school of Public Health  
Destinee Grey 
Diana García, MPH, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Diana Ghebenei, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health 
Diana Yung 
Dolores Avelar, BA, UIC Early Outreach Program  
Dolores Castaneda MPH 
Dolores Pino 
Dominic Robolino, BS, UChicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Donald J Wink 
Donald Z. Davis, NBCT 
Dorina Lopez, UIC Alumna 
Dorothy J. Bloyd, RN, BSN 
Dorothy Wright Foulkes MS EOHS UIC School of Public Health  
Eduardo Cardiel, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Elaine J Coffey 
Elaine Simon 
Eleanor ford, University of Chicago press 
Eleanor Rivera, PhD, RN, UIC College of Nursing 
Elena Grossman, MPH 
Elisa Martinez - UIC medical student 
Elisabeth Foreman 
Elise Hu 
Elizabeth Berkeley, MPH 
Elizabeth Fisher, CHES, UIC School of Public Health, Deputy Director of the UIC Center for Healthy 
Work 
Elizabeth Lemus, Asthma Program Manager MCC 
Elizabeth Van Opstal, MD 
Ellen Gough, MPH, UIC School of Public Health graduate 
Ellen Grimes, resident of the southside and UIC alum (MArch) 



 

Ellen Mason MD UIC SPH CoE MCH, CCHHS 
Elsa Soto, UIC College of Engineering  
Emalee Pearson, LCSW/MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Emily Etzkorn, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Emily Graber, MD, UIC Department of Family and Community Medicine 
Emily Hall, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of Family & Community Medicine 
Emily Laflamme, MPH 
Emily Levi-D'Ancona, MPH Candidate at UIC School of Public Health 
Emily Tarrant 
Emily Traw 
Emma Meersman, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health 
Enrique Rodriguez-Villegas 
Eric Arenas, Spanish Teacher, James H. Bowen High School  
Erica Helms 
Erica Sanchez, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Erik Rodriguez 
Erika Meraz,BS  
Erika Valenciana, filmmaker 
Erin Moore 
Erin Raether, RN 
Ernesto Cruz, Chicagoan 
Esperanza García, MPH, Sinai Urban Health Institute  
Estefanía Pérez-Luna, MD candidate, UIC College of Medicine 
Eva Brotslaw, MPH candidate, UIC School of Public Health 
Eva Winckler, MPH 
Evelyn Figueroa, MD 
Ezekiel Richardson MD University of Pennsylvania 
Fabricio Balcazar, Ph.D. 
Feliciano Ocegueda, MUPP, UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
Felipe Tendick-Matesanz, MS 
Fernando Arevalo CHT UIH 
Fernando De Maio, PhD 
Fernando Ruiz 
Feygele Jacobs, DrPH, MS, MPH 
Florentino Ramos 
Forrest Cortes 
Frances Kane 
Frances Norwood, PhD, Department of Anthropology, George Washington University 
Frank Avellone, Chicago Housing Justice League 
Frank Medina, MD Candidate, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Fredrick Kendricks, Jr. 
Gabriela Betancourt, MS2, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Gabriela Peña, MPH, Associate Director, UIC-Partnerships for Anti-racist Campus Transformation 
Garth Rauscher, PhD, UIC School of Public Health 
Gayane Archer, Year 4 Medical Student, Rush University Medical Center 
George M. Sachs, J.D., UIC, Graduate  
George Milkowski 
Gerardo Jimenez, MBA, UIC Alumnus 
Geri Donenberg, PhD, UIC College of Medicine 
Gerta Sorensen London 
Giann Munar, MPH student, UIC School of Public Health 



 

Gina Giase, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Gizelle Alvarez, MPH 
Glenda Insua, UIC Library 
Glenna Sullivan, MPH, MSW, UIC SPH Collaboratory for Health Justice 
Gloria Duplessis 
Gloria Elam, MD, MPH - Faculty, UIC College of Medicine 
Grace Wilson  
Grecia L. Villegas, MSW student, School  of Social Work 
Griselda Magallanes, MBA, School of Public Health 
Guddi Kapadia, MS, MPH,  
Gustavo Colunga 
Guy Morris, UIC School of Public Health 
Hannah Bonecutter, MPH 
Heather Barnes 
Heaven Silva, MUPP, UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Administration  
Hector Isaiah Murillo 
Helema Lewis 
Helen Margellos-Anast, MPH 
Henry Siegel, MPH/MUPP (c), UIC Schools of Public and Urban Planning and Policy 
Hoda Sayegh, UIC College of Medicine 
Hope Barnes, Creative Director, Ag47 Collective 
Howard Ehrman 
Hugo Trevino, MEd., UIC Disability Resource Center 
Ian Stark M.S. 
Iazsmin Bauer Verntura, MD MSc, UofC Medicine 
Ifedolapo Aderibigbe, MPH 
Ilda Hernandez 
India Hilty 
Ingrid Felsl 
Irene Henry 
Iris Rudnick LCSW 
Isabel Abrams, MPH/MSW (c) 
Isabel Schwartz 
Isabel Tamas, Student, UIC School of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Isabella Dorn, MPH-Canidate 
Isaiah Sarju 
Isis Sims 
Itzel Lopez-Hinojosa, Medical Student 
jack spicer 
Jackson Potter  
Jaclyn Martin, MPH 
Jacob Ginn, MPA, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Jacqueline Silva, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health  
James Ronayne MD, MPH 
Jamie Gottlieb, BA 
Jamine Blesoff, ND, MPHc, UIC School of Public Health 
Janet L Smith, PhD, UIC Urban Planning and Policy Department 
Jasmine Arrington  
Jasmine Jones, Chicago Public Schools & UIC 
Jason Molony, AM 
Jay Noren MD MPH 



 

Jean Link 
Jeanette Agustin MBA MPH 
Jeanette Avila 
Jeannine Wise 
Jeannine Wise, program director, Good Food is Good Medicine  
Jen Brown, MPH, Alliance for Research in Chicagoland Communities, Northwestern University 
Jenna Pollack, UIC MUPP student 
Jennifer Angeles  
Jennifer Brier, PhD, UIC Gender and Women's Studies 
Jennifer Felner, PhD, MPH, San Diego State University; UIC Alum 
Jennifer Frausto, MS 
Jennifer Jenkins, MUPP, UIC Department or Urban Planning and Policy 
Jennifer Plascencia Lopez, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health 
Jeremiah Simon, MPH  
Jess Kane 
Jessica Andrade BSW  
Jessica Baptiste, J.D., Philadelphia Department of Public Health 
Jessica Cañas, Assistant Director of Education, Enlace Chicago 
Jessica Fujan, MPP  
Jessica Martinez, southeast side resident  
Jessica Williams, MSW/MPH Candidate at UIC 
Jessie Kauffman PT 
Jesus Gonzalez 
Jill Krissberg, MD MS 
Jillian Bowman 
Jim Bloyd, DrPH, MPH Collaborative for Health Equity Cook County 
joan f. kennelly, BSN, MPH, PhD, Research Assistant Professor, Community Health Sciences, UIC 
School of Public Health(retired); Independent Consultant 
Joanna Paul 
Joanna Tess, MPH, CHE Cook County 
Joanne Brown  
Joanne Miller PhD, APRN, GNP-BC. Associate Professor Emeritus, Rush University 
Joe Ann Jackson, DNP, RN-BC Dept of nursing Pu 
Joe Hinton 
John J Betncur 
Jon Andrew Dykens, MD, MPH, UIC College of Medicine 
Jonah Isenstein 
Jonathan Inda, PhD, UIC Latin American and Latino Studies Program 
Jontay Darko, MD UIH FMRP 
Jorge Calderon 
Jorge Luis De Avila, Medical Student, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Jorge M. Garcia, MPA, Resident  
Joseph Musco, RN 
Joseph Nobile, MD 
Joseph Zanoni, PhD, MILR, UIC School of Public Health 
Josh Gassman, LAS, UIC 
Joshua Falk 
Joyce Bartz LCSW 
Juan Mosqueda, UIC College of Medicine 
Judy Pollock 
Jules Voigt, UIC School of Urban Planning and Policy 



 

Julie Kuhn, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Julie Loza 
Julie Maslowsky, PhD, UIC School of Public Health 
Julienne Rodriguez, BSN, RN 
Julieta Reza 
Julio Cesar Garcia, BA, UIC School of Public Health 
Justin Lake Program Manager KLEO Community Family Life Center 
Kaijah Howard, MPH 
Kaiyti Duffy, MD, MPH Chief Medical Officer  LA LGBT Center 
Kamari Thompson  
Kamaria Stokes 
Kanwal Haque, MPH, PMP, College of Medicine, Department of Family & Community Medicine 
Karen Montes, Graduate Nursing Student at UIC 
Karen Peters, DrPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Karen Ramirez 
Karen Zemanick, MD 
Karla Valdez, Graduate Student, CPS Teacher 
Karyn Pomerantz, MPH, MLS, retired GWU SPH 
Kate Craemer, MPH 
Kate Herold, Certified Nurse-Midwife 
Kate Lowe, PhD, UIC Department of Urban Planning and Policy 
Katharine Wilcox, MD 
Katherine Pierson, MD 
Kathleen Powers 
Kathleen Tysiak, PhD Student, UIC College of Education 
Kathryn O’Toole, PhD, NPU Dept of Psychology 
Kathy Wollner, MD 
Kathy, MPHc, UIC SPH 
Kaye Oberhausen 
Kayla Estes-Romero MSW/MPH Candidate, Jane Addams School of Social Work/UIC School of Public 
Health 
Kayla Schmittau, MD Candidate, Rush Medical College 
Keith A Herzog, MPPA, PMP 
Keith Partyka, MSW 
Kelly Leffler, RN 
Kelly Nichols 
Kelsey Barnick, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health 
Kelsey Fagan, CPS teacher 
Kendall Lucero, MPHc, UIC School of Public Health 
Kevin Ashi, Medical Student, University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine 
Kevin Rak, MA 
Khamillah Zimmer, UIC College of Medicine 
Kiela Moreno, UIC School of Public Health 
Kimberly Booker 
Kimberly McEvilly, UIC School of Public Health 
Kimberly Silva 
Kirsten Almberg, PHD, UIC School of Public Health 
Kirstin Smith, Health and Medicine Policy Research Group 
Kori VanDerGeest, MPH, New Mexico Department of Health 
Krista Sanders, MPH, MSW 
Kristen Lawrence, M. Ed, UIC School of Public Health 



 

Kristen Price, community member 
Kristen Richter, MSN 
Kristin Lahurd, UIC SPH Alumna 
Kristin McBeath DO MPH 
Kymberly Luna, UIC College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Laila Iqbal, BDS, MPH 
Lake Howard 
LaKesha House, MSM Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Laura Botwinick, MS, Graduate Program in Health Administration and Policy, Crown Family School for 
Social Work, Policy, and Practice, University of Chicago 
Laura Howenstine, MS, UIC School of Public Health 
Lauren Delmastro, BS, Third Year Medical Student 
Lauren Dillon, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Public Health  
Lauren Fletcher-Morehouse, DO 
Lauren Nadler, MD, UIC Family Medicine 
Lauren Rendón, LMSW, MPH, University of Chicago Medical Center 
Lea Martinez 
Leandra Carlyle, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Leanna Gruhn, Loyola University Chicago School of Social Work 
Lee Hasselbacher, JD 
Leigh Mabry 
Leslie Carnahan, MPH, PhD, UIC School of Public Health 
Leticia Boughton Price, MSW 
Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH, MFA 
Linda Faller, retired PA-C 
Linda Groetzinger, PhD (Public Health), MSW 
Linda Martínez, MPH, Sinaí Urban Health Institute  
Linda Rae Murray M.D. MPH 
Lindsay Zeman, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Lindsey Wixom, MSW, MPH 
Lisa Oppenheim 
Lisa Sharp, MA, PhD 
Lisset Perez, MPH-MCH, UIC School of Public Health 
Liz Burba RN, UIC Family and Community Medicine  
Lizzi Cummings, LCSW  
Lonette Sims  
Lorena Garcia, PhD, UIC College of LIberal Arts 
Lorenzo Ramirez, Student, UIC 
Lorraine M Conroy, ScD, CIH 
Lubia Nunez-Montelongo, MPH 
Lucie Macías 
Luis E. Rodriguez 
Lydia Coolunga 
Lynn Pavalon 
Mackenzie Ferguson, MPH Student, UIC School of Public Health 
Madeleine Beirne 
Maggie Jones 
Mallory Lewis 
Marc Kaplan 
Marc Rosen, MPH 
Marcelina Pedraza  



 

Mardi Klevs, MS Environmental Engineering 
Margaret Aguilar RN, APN-C (Retired) 
Margaret McMahonM.D. 
Margaret O’Hara RN Retired  
Margaret Russell, MD, Erie Family Health Centers  
Margaret Schiefer 
Margaret Sietsema, PhD, CIH, UIC School of Public Health 
Margarita Sotelo, B.A. Political Science, WIU 
Margie Schaps 
Maria Argos, PhD 
Maria D. Acosta, MUPP, UIC Urban Planning and Public Affairs  
Maria J. Ferrera, PhD, DePaul University Dept. of Social Work and Center for Community Health Equity 
Maria Rivera 
Maria Torres, Professor Latin American and Latino Studies 
Maria Varelas, PhD, UIC College of Education 
Mariam Siddiqui, MPH/MBA, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Marilu Luna, MPA UIC College of Medicine 
Marina Tecuanhuey, MS(c), UIC School of Public Health  
Marisa Perez-Reisler, MD 
Marissa Alvarez 
Marissa Finazzo 
Maritza Estrada-O'Brien, MD, UICOM Family Medicine  
Marjorie Kersten, MPH(c), BS 
Mark J. Heyrman, JD 
Mark Potter MD, MHA 
Marta Elena Ayala 
Marta Gadek, BA, School of Public Health 
Marta Pereyra, MA, MSW, LCPC 
Martha Armenta, BSW 
Martin Bentley 
Martin Gartzman 
Mary Grace Fries, MPH Candidate, University of Michigan School of Public Health 
Mary Laurette Gallo RN, UIC Graduate College of Nursing 
Mary Turyk, Professor, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, UIC 
Maryellen Kandu, Undergraduate Student at UIC School of Public Health 
Masahito Jimbo, MD, PhD, MPH, UIC College of Medicine Department of Family and Community 
Medicine 
Matt Rogalski 
Matthew Almendras, UIC Student 
Matthew Morales 
Maureen Benjamins, PhD, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Max Ruben, MD, West Suburban Medical Center/PCC Wellness Center 
May Dartez, MPH, M.Ed, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Maya Bauer, Schweitzer Fellowship, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Maya Jones, Community Member 
Maya Rodriguez, MA, Columbia Sociology 
Mayra Diaz, MPH, MSW 
McKinley Anderson, MPH student, UIC School of Public Health 
Meera Sakthivel, Medical Student, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Meg Fredericks, MUPP, UIC School of Public Health 
Megan Lynd Meier 



 

Megan Muller 
Meghana Menon, MPH 
Melanie Izquierdo, UIC Medical School 
Melanie Minuche  
Melissa Korniejczuk, UIC School of Public Health 
Melissa Martin, MPH 
Melissa Palma, MD. MPH 
Melody Mumford MD 
Mercedes Cervantes  
Meredith Payne 
Merrill Goozner, former editor, Modern Healthcare 
Miao Jenny Hua, MD, PhD 
Michael Bingaman 
Michael Heffernan 
Michael Saelens 
Michael Skilton 
Michael Weber, concerned citizen 
Michaela Krogen 
Michele Bildner, MPH, MCHES, UIC School of Public Health 
Michele Walker M.D. 
Michelle Fedorowicz, MD, UIC Dept of family and community medicine 
Michelle Hathaway, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Michelle Martinez MSN RN 
Michelle Martinez, Reentry Navigator 
Miguel A. Blancarte, Jr. 
Miguel Bautista 
Mike Chandler 
Mildred Williamson PhD, MSW 
Milos Zefran, UIC College of Engineering 
Miranda Bradley, MD 
Miranda Viars, MS1, Rush Medical College 
Misty Huacuja-LaPointe, M.Ed. 
Mitzi Arzate 
Mohammed Khatib 
Molly Dull 
Molly Fuchs, MPH 
Monica Davis, MPH Candidate, UIC School of Medicine, UIC School of Public Health  
Monica Paulson  
Monica Vela MD 
Morris Wise, Contact Tracer,CHW, Citizen Sciemtist, Vaccine Ambassador, Civil Engineer Tech 
Mrinmayee Joshi, PhD Student, UIC College of Pharmacy 
Nancy Krieger, PhD, Professor of Social Epidemiology, American Cancer Society Clinical Research 
Professor, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health (Boston, MA) 
Naomi Johnson, MSW 
Naseem Parsa, MPH/MBA, UIC School of Public Health 
Nat Duran, M.Ed, youth worker 
Natalie Sheneman, MBA/MPH Candidate, Schools of Business and Public Health 
Nathan Bostick, ScD MA MPP CPH, Healthcare Quality Partners 
Nelly Mares 
Netiya Shiner, former UIC employee, community member 
Nia Berrian, M1, University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine  



 

Nia Cunningham 
Nick Rabkin 
Nicole Kim, MUPP, uic school of urban planning and policy  
Nicole Mincu, BA, Syracuse University, VISTA, Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago 
Nikhil Umesh, BS, Pritzker School of Medicine 
Nikki Waltrich, MPH, Urban Medicine Program 
Nina Clark, DO, UI Health 
Nina Darner 
Nina Hike, UIC Ph.D. student 
Nina Paroff, MD, MPH - UIC Department of Community and Family Medicine 
Noa Fleischacker 
Noah Martinez 
Nora Benomar 
Norma Lopez-Reyna, PhD, College of Education 
Nyahne Bergeron, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Nyeshia Turner, UIC School of Liberal Arts 
Olivia Alden, Attorney 
Omar Vayani, MS2, The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Oscar Sanchez 
P. Zitlali Morales, PhD, UIC College of Education 
Pamela Gearon, Contact Tracer, NLEN 
Pamela Roesch, MPH, Sinai Urban Health Institute 
Patricia Graham 
Patricia Labellarte, MPH 
Patrick Brosnan 
Paul Melchor 
Paul Tucker 
Paulina M. Guzmán, Director of Undergraduate Programming at UIC, Hispanic Center of Excellence  
Peg Dublin 
Peggy Salazar 
Peter Orris, MD, MPH UIC School of Public Health 
Phyllis Mitzen, ACSW 
Pooja Monpara 
Priscilla Monsivais 
Professor Ayman Al-Hendy, Pritzker School of Medicine, University of Chicago 
Proffessor Jeff Tangel, Dept. of Philosophy, Saint Xavier University Chicago 
Quetzalli Rodriguez 
Rachel Abramson, RN, MS 
Rachel Francis, DC Candidate, National University of Health Sciences 
Rachel Havrelock, Professor of English 
Rachel Kimpton 
Rachel Morris, MPH 
Rachel O'Conor, PhD MPH, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
Rachel Reichlin, MPH, MSN, RN 
Rachel Strohm, MA, UC Berkeley 
Radhika Sharma Gordon, MPH 
Rael Slavensky, RN, MA, MPH, MSN 
Raj C. Shah, Geriatrician 
Ralph G. Vazquez 
Raquel Martinez, CMA AAMA 
Rashonda Johnson, MSW 



 

Raul Vasquez, MEd Assistant Director of the Hispanic Center of Excellence 
Ray Dehghan  
Raymond Curry, MD, University of Illinois College of Medicine 
Rebecca Lauris, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Rebecca MacDonald, Director of Curriculum + Learning, Gardeneers 
Rebecca Maldonado 
Rebecca Wolfram 
Rebekah Padilla 
Regina Gomez, MD, FACOG, Asst Professor Chicago Medical School 
RENUKA SHARMA M.ED DEPAUL SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Rhonda Lay 
Richard David, MD 
Richard Kaplan 
Rico Chenyek, PhD, UIC College of Medicine MD candidate 
Robert Perlman, MD, PhD, University of Chicago 
Robert Vogelzang MD Professor of Radiology Northwestern Feinberg School of Medicine 
Robin Schwartz 
RoiAnn R Phillips 
Ronald C. Hershow, M.D, Director, Division of Epidemiology & Biostatistics, UIC School of Public 
Health 
Roni Facen, Principal & CEO St. Francis de Sales High School 
Rory Gilchrist, public health practitioner 
Rosa De La Torre, MD, UIC Department of Family and Community Medicine 
Rosa I. Lujen, DOM, DIS 
Roslyn Taylor, PhD 
Roy Walker III 
Ruth Rosas 
Ryan E. Flinn, Ph.D., Augusta University, Department of Psychiatry and Health Behavior 
Sahar Punjwani 
Sahida Martinez CHW 
Saif Syed, student, UIC/Just Transition NWI 
Salvador Nares, DDS PhD 
Sam Chen, MD Candidate, Pritzker School of Medicine 
Samantha Lazcano 
Samantha Lenoch, MUPP, UIC Department or Urban Planning and Policy 
Samantha Steinhall, M2, Rush Medical College 
Samson Frendo, MD candidate, Rush Medical College 
Sandra Marchan CSR 
Sandra Webb-Booker, PhD., RN. 
Sara Cook 
Sara Jean Lindholm 
Sarah Agamah MPH, MBA 
Sarah Henkle, MD, AAHIVS, UI College of Medicine at Chicago 
Sarah Hess, JD 
Sarah J. Howe, MA Urban Planning & Public Policy 
Sarah Love, MPH, MSW 
Sarah Lovinger, MD 
Sarah Wagener, MPH 
Sari Buffill, UIC School of Public Health 
Sasha Adkins, PhD, MPH 
Saulo Barrera, UIC School of Public Health 



 

Scott C Cook, PhD 
Scott Krave, MFA 
Scott L. Tomar, DMD, DrPH, Associate Dean for Prevention and Public Health Sciences, UIC College of 
Dentistry 
Sean irwin 
Sean Zolfo, UIC School of Public Health 
Shaina Shetty, MD, UIC Family Medicine  
Shannon Frost, BSN, UIC School of Public Health 
Shannon Glass, community member 
Shannon Schlie  
Shannon Sweetnam, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group 
Sharon Alvarado, Lurie Children’s 
Sharon and Alec Bloyd-Peshkin 
Shawn Mulcahy 
Shawn Smith, MD, Feinberg School of Medicine  
Sheetal Khedkar Rao, MD 
Sheronda Kimbrough 
Sherri Smith, MPH, American Academy of Pediatrics 
Sheryl Mathew, PharmD, BCPS  
Shifra Adler, MA, MSEd, UIC College of Education 
Sidney Thomas 
Sierra Ashworth, B.S. Public Health, Guilford College 
Sile Surman, community member and college student 
SIlvia E. Santos 
Sofia Diaz, BA, UIC School of Public Health  
Spencer Asay, UChicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Stacey Whorton 
Stef Funk 
Stephanie Ezell, MS, MPH 
Stephanie Jara, MPH 
Stephanie Salgado, MPH Student 
Steve Livingston 
Sue Haas, MPP, UIC College of Urban Planning and Public Administration 
Sue Sebesta, Chicago Teachers Union retiree 
Sunny Seto, MPH, UIC School of Public Health 
Susan Altfeld , MA PhD 
Susan Avila, RN MPH Collaborative for Health Equity Cook County  
Susan Carpenter 
Susan Paykin, MPP, Center for Spatial Data Science at University of Chicago 
Susan Pollack, MD 
Susan Rogers, MD 
Susanne Schnell 
Suzana Estrada, MPA, College of Business Administration 
Tabitha Birtell 
Tamara Green, MPH, Rush Medical College 
Tami Bartell, MPH 
Tania Schusler, PhD 
Tecora Turner, BS, University of Texas at Austin 
Temi Sodipe, UIC School of Public Health 
Teresa Fernandez 
Teri Svehla 



 

Tessa Bonney, PhD, UIC School of Public Health 
Tessa Cushman, RDN  
Tessa Fischer MD 
Theron D.Hawk,  -Organizer,. Garfield Park Com.Council. 
Tim Barr, MPH 
Tim Herring 
Timothy Peterson, MD, Department of Family and Community Medicine 
Tony Liu, MS1 The University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine 
Tracy Ewert 
Uchechi Mitchell, PhD, UIC School of Public Health  
Urvi Banerjee 
Vanessa Tafolla-Flores, CMA(AAMA)  
Vinodinee Dissanayake, MD MPH 
Vivian Alden, M.Ed., LBS1 
Wesley Epplin, MPH, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group / Collaborative for Health Equity Cook 
County 
Wilma L Pittman 
Xiomara Hernandez, UIC School of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Xóchitl Bada 
Yoselyn Porcayo 
Yuri A. Martinez 
Yvette Castaneda PhD, MBA, MPH 
Zachary Tollakson, MPH Student at UIC 
Zeferina Rodriguez-Villegas 
Zita Prutos  
 
 
 


