
Getting Started 
 
1970:  The University of Illinois Board of Trustees approves establishing a School of Public 
health at the Medical Center, Chicago.  Dr. Paul Q. Peterson, deputy surgeon general of the 
U.S. Public Health Service, is appointed the School’s first dean. 
 
1972:  The School of Public Health admits its first class of 38 students.  The Master of Public 
Health degree launches as the School’s first academic program. 
 
1973:  The School moves into the St. Mary’s Convent building at 2035 W. Taylor St. 
 
1974:  The School of Public Health is granted its first full accreditation. 
 
1975:  The Master of Science program admits its first students. 
 
1976:  The Doctor in Public Health Leadership (DrPH) degree launches. 
 
1977:  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) programs are inaugurated at the School. 
 
Leadership in Public Health 
 
1987:  Community Outreach and Intervention Projects is launched, serving the needs of 
people with HIV/AIDS and injection drug users.  The Prevention Research Center begins its 
mission of conducting research on health promotion efficiency. 
 
1991:  The Illinois Public Health Leadership Institute becomes the first state-based, federally 
funded public health leadership institute in the nation. 
 
1995:  The Chicago Project for Violence Prevention begins to apply a public health approach 
to addressing an epidemic of violence in Chicago neighborhoods. 
 
1998:  The Community Asthma Prevention Program is created, implementing a community-
based peer educator program to decrease risk factors. 
 
2000:  The AIDS International Training and Research Program begins offering intensive AIDS 
research training to masters and doctoral candidates. 
 
2014:  The Black Lung Center of Excellence is established to provide medical expertise and 
medical legal services to providers, clinics, advocacy organizations and governmental 
agencies whose main goal is the care for coal miners. 
 
2016:  The Center for Healthy Work is established as one of six Centers of Excellence for 
Total Worker Health to advance the health and wellbeing of workers in Chicago, Illinois and 
the nation. 
 



 


