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Work Experience

Current Position

Dean

University of Illinois at Chicago
School of Public Health

Chicago, IL (September 2017-Present)

Responsible of oversight of the only accredited school of public
health in the state of Illinois. The school offers three masters
degrees, 2 doctoral degrees, an undergraduate degree and 7 certificate
programs. The school comprises four divisions: Community Health
Sciences, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Environmental and
Occupational Health Sciences and Health Policy and Administration.

The School includes over 800 students and 100 faculty.

Previous Positions

Division Director

Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention
And Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Atlanta, Georgia (January 2017-September 2017)

Responsible for the oversight of the Division’s research and
programmatic activities related to the treatment prevention and
control of heart disease and stroke. This included epidemiologic and
biostatistical activities, program evaluation, along with the work of
the Million Hearts Campaign. The Division has an annual budget of
$130 million dollars and 130 FTEs



Division Director

Division of Population Health

National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention
And Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, Georgia (January 201l-present)

Responsible for oversight of the Division’s activities in
research and programmatic areas related to Alzheimer’s Disease,
school health, health disparities elimination, arthritis,
epilepsy, health related quality of life, worksite health
promotion, prevention research, coordinated chronic disease
prevention and health promotion, healthy aging and behavioral
risk factor surveillance. The Division has six branches, over
125 employees and an annual budget of approximately $100 million

Division Director

Division of Adult and Community Health
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention
And Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, Georgia (August 2006-January 2011)

Responsible for oversight of the Division’s activities in
research and programmatic areas related to community health
promotion, health disparities elimination, arthritis,
Alzheimer’s Disease, epilepsy, health related quality of life,
prevention research, emerging chronic disease risk factors,
healthy aging and behavioral surveillance. The division has
seven branches, over 200 employees and an annual budget of
approximately $600 million.

Launched CDC’s Division of Community Health. The Division
includes the Chronic Disease Center’s work related to
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health, the Healthy
Communities Program, Communities Putting Prevention to Work
and the new Community Transformation Grants. The community
portfolio over the last 10 years increased from
approximately $5 million to over $200 million.

Launched CDC’s Division for Heart Disease and Stroke
Prevention. The heart disease and stroke program has grown
from a branch with a $15 million annual budget to a
Division with a $60 million budget.

Developed and implemented the redesign for CDC’s Racial and
Ethnic Approaches to Community Health (REACH) program.
CDC’s flagship community-based program to eliminate racial
and ethnic disparities in health. The program funds 40
communities and has an annual budget of approximately $40
million.



Redesigned CDC’s Steps to a Healthier US program into the
Healthy Communities Program, which supported over 200
communities in the area of tobacco prevention, physical
activity, healthy eating and chronic disease management.
The Healthy Communities Program included working with five
different national organizations: the National Association
of City and County Health Officials, the National
Association of Chronic Disease Directors, the National
Recreation and Parks Association, the Society for Public
Health Education and the Y of the USA.

Oversaw the implementation of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act’s Communities Putting Prevention to Work
initiative. This $400 million initiative supported 44
communities across the country in tobacco and obesity
prevention.

Initiated two training programs for minority students, one
of which focused specifically on undergraduate and master’s
level student from minority serving institutions. The
fellowships have greatly enhanced the Division’s
recruitment of minority employees.

Associate Director for Science

Division of Adult and Community Health
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention
and Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Atlanta, Georgia (November 1998-August 2006) .

Oversaw scientific activities for the Division, responsible for
the scientific integrity of the Division including the oversight
of approximately 60 research studies and 150 annual
publications.

Implemented a core training program for Fellows and
Epidemic Intelligence Officers within the Division to
enhance analytic and statistical skills.

Designed the community evaluation for CDC’s REACH program,
including the conduct of risk factors surveys in the funded
communities. Through the evaluation the Agency has been
able to track each community’s individual progress as well
as aggregate progress in the elimination of health
disparities.

Developed protocols to ensure that all research projects
and scientific publications had the appropriate
Institutional Review Board approval and clearance. Trained
Division scientists on human subjects protocols.



Branch Chief

Emerging Investigations and Analytic Methods Branch
Division of Adult and Community Health

National Center for Chronic Prevention

and Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Atlanta, Georgia (March 2000-August 2006)

Responsible for a branch of 20 individuals focused on research
related to emerging risk factors for chronic disease. Research
and epidemiologic activities focused on the impact of excessive
alcohol intake and binge drinking on chronic diseases, mental

health, sleep, adverse childhood experiences, and GIS analysis.

Convened a group of national experts to explore the public
health strategies related to excessive alcohol intake and binge
drinking, which resulted in the development of half a dozen
Community Guide recommendations related to underage and
excessive alcohol intake.

Established a consortium of 30 national organizations as part of
the National Sleep Awareness Roundtable addressing the impact of
sleep disorders and insomnia on chronic conditions.

Initiated the largest cohort study in the country examining the
impact of adverse childhood experiences (sexual, emotional,
physical abuse and neglect) on chronic conditions. The ACE study
was conducted at Kaiser Permanente in San Diego, CA.

Medical Officer

Cardiovascular Health Branch

Division of Adult and Community Health

National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention
and Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Atlanta, Georgia. (July 1992-October 1998)

Conducted epidemiologic and surveillance studies related to
racial and ethnic disparities in heart disease and stroke,

trends in cholesterol screening, mentored a dozen minority

students in epidemiologic studies.

Professional Societies

Council on Epidemiology and Prevention, American Heart
Association.

American Public Health Association.

International Society on Hypertension in Blacks.




Teaching Activities

The Doctor/Patient Course, an introductory preventive
medicine/epidemiology course for first year medical
students, Emory University, Atlanta, GA (September 1992-
September 2007) .

Sophomore medical student epidemiology course

University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD
(January 1991-January 1992).

Committees and Working Groups

Board Member, Association of Schools and Programs of
Public Health (March 2019-Present)

Advisory board, Department of Population Science and
Policy, Southern Illinois University, School of
Medicine (December 2018-Present)

Member Chicago Institute of Medicine (December 2017-
Present)

Scientific Advisory Group, County Health Rankings and
Roadmaps, (January 2012-January, 2017)
Board of Trustees, Health MPowers. (March 2014-August

2017)

Title 38 Credentialing Committee (January 2015-August

2017)

Graduate Medical Education Advisory Committee for the
Preventive Medicine Residency (January 2014-August 2017)

Health Disparities Advisory Committee, Healthcare Georgia
Foundation (October 2008-January 2011)

National Advisory Board, Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities,
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (September 2007-January 2011)

National Advisory Board, Public Health Practice Based
Research Networks, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (January,
2008-January, 2015)



National Judge, Young Epidemiology Scholars Program,
National College Board (April 2006-April 2009)

Minority Health Task Force, Council on Epidemiology and
Prevention, American Heart Association (June 1998-September
2000) .

Committee on Epidemiologic Statistics, Council on
Epidemiology and Prevention, American Heart Association
(June 1998-September 2006) .

Coordinating Committee, National Heart Attack Alert
Program, National Heart Lung and Blood Institute (August
1996-May 2004)

Health Systems Subcommittee, National Heart Attack Alert
Program, National Heart Lung and Blood Institute (August
1996-May 2004) .

Healthcare Provider Task Force, The Brain Matters Stroke
Initiative, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke (March 1997-April 2000).

Older Adults Task Force, The Brain Matters Stroke
Initiative, National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke (March 1997-April 2000).

International Liaison Committee, 4th International
Conference on Preventive Cardiology. (July 1996-June
1997) .

Planning Committee, Frontiers in Lipid and Lipoprotein
Research, Basic Science, Analytical, Clinical, and Public
Health Applications. (May 1996-October 1996).

Reviewer

American Journal of Epidemiology

American Journal of Preventive Medicine

Health Promotion Practice

Journal of the American Medical Association
Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine
Preventive Medicine

Preventing Chronic Disease

Public Health Reports

CDC Honors and Awards

1997 US Department of Health and Human Services
Special Service Award.
1998 US Department of Health and Human Services,

Special Service Award.



2000

2003

2004

2005

2008

2012

Award Champion in Minority Health/Scientific
Investigation, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Jeffrey P. Koplan Award, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

Award for Excellence in mentoring minority
scientists, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

President’s Citation: Society for Public Health
Education

Shepard Award: Explaining the Differences in US
Deaths from Coronary Disease, 1980-2000. NEJM
2007;356:2388-98.

Champion in Health Equity, National Reach
Coalition, Washington, DC
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Indianapolis, Indiana (September, 2013).

Giles WH. Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child:
Public Health Perspectives. ASCD Annual Conference,
Los Angeles, California (March, 2014).
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