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EDUCATION 

 Fall 2012 – Spring 2015                                  University of Illinois at Chicago                                Chicago, IL 

MPH in Epidemiology  
 

Fall 2005 – Spring 2009                                  University of Washington                                           Seattle, WA 

PhD in Psychology 
 
Winter 2004 – Winter 2005                             Tulane University                                             New Orleans, LA 

MS in Psychology  
 
Fall 2000 – Fall 2003                                  Tulane University                                       New Orleans, LA 
BA in Psychology and Cognitive Studies                                                                                           

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Fall 2015-                                                       University of Illinois at Chicago                                  Chicago, IL 
Assistant Professor, Community Health Sciences 
Faculty Affiliate, Center for Research on Women and Gender 
Early Investigator, Office of Community Engagement, Research, and Implementation Science, Cancer 
Center 

 
Summer 2013-Summer 2015                         University of Washington                                               Seattle, WA 
NCI-funded Senior Trainee Fellow 
 
Fall 2011-Spring 2013                                    Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center                  Seattle, WA 
NCI-funded Postdoctoral fellow 
 
Winter 2010 - Fall 2011                                 Western Washington University                            Bellingham, WA 
Diversity Fellow/Lecturer 

 
Fall 2009 - Fall 2014                                       Seattle Central College                                                  Seattle, WA 
Lecturer 
 
Fall 2009 - Spring 2013                                   University of Washington                                             Seattle, WA 
Lecturer 
 
Fall 2005 – Spring 2009                                  University of Washington                                             Seattle, WA 
Graduate Teaching Assistant/Predoctoral Instructor 
Graduate Research Assistant   
 
Winter 2004 – Summer 2005                          Tulane University                                                New Orleans, LA 
Undergraduate/Graduate Research Assistant  
 
Spring 2001-Fall 2003                                     Tulane University                                                New Orleans, LA 
Undergraduate Research Assistant  

 

AWARDS, HONORS, AND INVITED NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

 Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ Emerging Leader Program Recipient, 2019 

 SBM Leadership Institute Fellow, 2018 

 American Cancer Society’s Calle/Rodriguez Memorial Minority Travel Award, 2018 



 Recipient of National Minority Quality Forum’s 40 Under 40 Leaders in Minority Health Award, 2017 

 NIH Health Disparities Loan Repayment Program Awardee, 2017-2019 

 American Association for Cancer Research’s Minority & Minority Serving Institution Faculty Scholar in Cancer 
Research Award, 2017  

 Pardee RAND’s Faculty Leaders Program in Policy Research and Analysis Fellow, 2017-2018 

 Invited Professorial Advisory Council Member for HHS Office of Minority Health's Office of Minority Health 
Resource Center, 2016-Present 

 NICHD-funded Social Networks & Health Fellowship, 2016-2017  

 Healthy City Collaborative’s Featured Researcher for October 2016 

 Inter-CFAR Joint Symposium on HIV Research in Women Travel Scholarship, 2016 

 Cancer Disparities Research Network Travel Scholarship, 2015 

 University of Washington Postdoctoral Mentor of the Year Top Finalist, 2015 

 Centers for Population Health & Health Disparities Cross-Center Exchange Trainee (Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center-University of Illinois-Chicago), 2013 

 Heath Resources and Services Administration Public Health Traineeship, 2013 

 American Association for Cancer Research’s Minority Scholar in Cancer Research Award, 2012 

 Distinguished Teaching Award (Graduate Students) for Psychology Department, 2009 

 Psychology Department Representative for University of Washington Teaching Award (Graduate Students), 2009 

 Psychology Department Nominee for Graduate Opportunities and Minority Achievement Program Dissertation 
Award, 2009 

 Ford Fellowship (Honorable Mention), 2007 

GRANT-FUNDED PROJECTS  

 1. National Cancer Institute. R21CA215252: Assessing and modeling network-level consequences of patient 
navigation. Role: Contact Principal Investigator leading study conceptualization and empirical social 
network analysis. Collaborators: Aditya Khanna (Multi-PI), Karriem Watson (Multi-PI), Beth Calhoun, John 
Schneider. Dates: 04/01/2018-03/31/2020. Total Directs (Yearly): $169,957. 

2. National Cancer Institute. K01CA193918: Empowering Latinas to obtain breast cancer screenings. Role: 
Principal Investigator leading mixed method, participatory-based intervention design, implementation, and 
evaluation. Mentors: Carol Ferrans, Stacie Geller, Robin Mermelstein. Dates: 09/01/2016-08/03/2021. Total 
Directs (Yearly): $138,443. 

3. UIC Institute for Civic Engagement and Policy’s Civic Engagement Research Fund Award: Empowering 
Latinas with health-related community development and civic engagement. Role: Principal Investigator 
leading secondary analyses and navigation program. Dates: 10/29/2018-05/31/2019. Total Directs: $15,000. 

4. UIC School of Public Health’s Seed Funding Award: Identifying optimal strategies to achieve future Healthy 
People objectives: Comparative economic analyses of two approaches to promote guideline-concordant breast 
screening among Latinas. Dates: 08/16/2017-08/15/2018. Role: Principal Investigator. Dates: 
08/15/2017-08/14/2018. Total Directs: $20,000. 

5. UIC Institute for Race Research & Public Policy's Policy and Social Engagement Fellowship. Developing a 
workshop for policy-informed Latina breast cancer patients. Role: Principal Investigator in community 
engaged project to understand the manifestation of financial toxicity for Latina breast cancer patients and 
obtain formative data for a policy-based intervention. Collaborators: Judy Guitelman, ALAS-Wings. Dates: 
07/01/2017-06/30/2018. Total Directs: $7,500. 

6. Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues. Local- and State-Level Policy Work: Paid sick leave policy 
development and implementation: Do racial/ethnic disparities result? Role: Contact Principal Investigator. 
Collaborators: Ariel Thomas, Kristine Molina. Dates: 01/01/2017-12/31/2017. Total Directs: $2,000. 



7. UIC Institute for Race Research & Public Policy's Policy and Social Engagement Fellowship. Developing a 
health civic engagement workshop for Latinas. Role: Principal Investigator in community engaged project 
to develop an intervention to promote participation in health-related civic engagement among Latinas. 
Collaborators: Araceli Lucio, The Resurrection Project. Dates: 07/01/2016-06/30/2017. Total Directs: 
$9,000. 

8. Loyola University Health EQ. Partnering to assess the impact of policy on breast cancer care and outcomes. 
Role: Co-Investigator in conducting qualitative phase of project. Collaborators: Abigail Silva (PI), Bijou 
Hunt (Co-I), Charlotte Picard (Co-I). Dates: 08/01/2017-06/30/2018. Total Directs: $14,680.  

PUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS  

1. Nevin PE, Garcia PJ, Blas MM, Rao D, & Molina Y [senior author]. 2019. Inequities in cervical cancer care in 
indigenous Peruvian women. Lancet Global Health. Epub. 

2. Taylor S, Iacobelli F, Luedke T, Matthews AK, Monge M, Cooper J, Moreira J, Grippo P, Girotti J, Molina Y, 
Yanez B, & Simon M. 2019. Improving healthcare career pipeline programs for underrepresented students: 
program design that makes a difference. Progress in Community Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and 
Action. In press. 

3. Watson KS, Henderson V, Murray M, Murphy AB, Levi JB, McDowell T, Holloway AB, Gogana P, Moore L, 
Hall I, Kimbrough A, Stinson J, Molina Y, & Winn R. 2019. In press. Engaging African American men as citizen 
scientists to validate a prostate cancer biomarker: work-in-progress. Progress in Community Health Partnerships: 
Research, Education, and Action. 

4. Duggan CR, Molina Y, Carosso E, Ibarra G, & Thompson B. 2019. Community-level differences in breast 
cancer knowledge and screening practices among Latinas and Non-Latina Whites in two rural communities. 
Ethnicity & Disease. Epub. PMCID: In process. 

5. Molina Y, Ulrich A, Greer AC, Primbas A, Wandell G, Sanchez H, Bain C, Konda K, Clark J, de la Grecca R, 
Villaran M, Lama JR, & Duerr A. 2019. Impact of pre-diagnosis awareness of HIV-related stigma and 
dispositional coping on linkage to HIV care among newly diagnosed HIV+ Peruvian patients. AIDS Care. Epub. 
PMCID: In process. 

6. Rinehart R, Rao D, Amico RK, Ruiz E, Brandes P, Correa C, Pasalar S, Lama JR, Duerr A, & Molina Y [senior 
author]. 2018. Experienced HIV-related stigma and psychological distress among Peruvian sexual and gender 
minorities: A longitudinal study to explore mediating roles of internalized HIV-related stigma and coping styles. 
AIDS & Behavior. Epub. PMCID: In process. 

7. Vijayasiri G, Molina Y, Chukwudozie IB, Tejeda S, Pauls HA, Rauscher GH, Campbell RT, & Warnecke RB. 
2018. Racial disparities in breast cancer survival: the mediating effects of macro-social context and social network 
factors. Journal of Health Disparities Research and Practice. Epub. PMCID: In process. 

8. Thompson B, Hohl SD, Molina Y, Paskett ED, Fisher JL, Baltic, RD, & Washington, CM. 2018 Breast cancer 
disparities among women in underserved communities in the United States. Current Breast Cancer Reports. 
Epub. PMCID: In process. 

9. Kim SJ, Glassgow AE, Watson KS, Molina Y, & Calhoun EA. 2018. Gendered and racialized social 
expectations, barriers, and delayed breast cancer diagnosis. Cancer. Epub. PMCID: In process. 

10. Scheel JR, Parker S, Hippe DS, Patrick DL, Nakigudde G, Anderson BO, Gralow J, Thompson B, & Molina Y. 
2018. Role of family obligation stress on Ugandan women’s participation in preventive breast health. Oncologist. 
Epub. PMCID: In process. 

11. Glassgow AE, Molina Y, Kim SJ, & Calhoun EA. 2018. A comparison of different intensities of patient 
navigation after abnormal mammography. Health Promotion & Practice. Epub. PMCID: In process. 

12. Ulrich A, Molina Y, Briant K, Onstad LE, Copeland W, Holte SE, & Thompson B. 2018. Stress among Latinos: 
Does it vary by occupation, income, and agricultural season?. Journal of Occupational and Environmental 
Medicine. PMCID: Epub. 

13. Molina Y, San Miguel C, Sanz S, San Miguel L, Rankin KM, & Handler AS. 2018. Adapting to a shifting 
healthcare landscape: Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer Program Lead Agencies’ perspectives. Health 
Promotion & Practice. PMCID: In process. Epub. 

14. Molina Y, Konda KA, Sánchez H, de la Grecca R, Villaran M, Ríos J,Bain, CE, Greer A, Wandell G, Lama JR, 
& Duerr A. 2018. Perceptions pre-diagnosis and social experiences post-diagnosis among a sample of high-risk 
Peruvian men who have sex with men.  Stigma and Health. PMCID: In process -NIHMS890476. Epub 

15. Molina Y, Scheel JR, Endeshaw M, Turan JM, Lambert N, Cohn SE & Rao D. 2018. Enacted HIV-related 
stigma and breast health beliefs and practices among African American women living with HIV: The mediating 
roles of internalized HIV-related stigma and depressive symptoms. Stigma and Health. PMCID: In process - 



NIHMS890472. Epub. 

16. Hempstead B, Green C, Briant KJ, Thompson B, & Molina Y*. 2018. Community Empowerment Partners 
(CEPs): A breast health program for African American women. Journal of Community Health. PMCID: In 
process. PMID: 294881155. PMID: 29803815. Epub. 

17. Molina Y. 2018. A conceptual model of social networks and mechanisms of cancer mortality, and potential 
strategies to improve survival: An invited commentary. Translational Behavioral Medicine: Practice, Policy, and 
Research, 17, 1-8. PMCID: In process. 

18. Molina Y, San Miguel LG, Tamayo L, Robledo C, Sánchez Díaz C, Lucio A, Coronado N, & Ferrans CE. 2018. 
The “Empowering Latinas to Obtain Breast Cancer Screenings” Study: Rationale and Design. Contemporary 
Clinical Trials, 71, 1-8. PMCID: PMC6067958. 

19. Jenkins W, Matthews AK, Bailey A, Zahnd W, Watson KS, Mueller G, Molina Y, Crumly D, & Patera J. 2018. 
Rural areas are disproportionately impacted by smoking and lung cancer. Preventive Medicine Reports 10, 200-
2003. Epub. PMCID: PMC5984228. 

20. Rao D, Kemp C, Huh D, Nevin P, Turan J, Cohn SE, Simoni JM, Andrasik M. Molina Y, Mugavero M, & 
French AL. 2018. Stigma reduction among African American women with HIV: UNITY Health Study. Journal 
of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes, 78, 269-275. PMCID: PMC5997522. 

21. Carnahan L, Zimmermann K, Khare M, Paulsey E, Molina Y, Wilber J, & Geller S. 2018. Physical activity and 
masculinity in rural men: An analysis using the Health, Illness, Men, and Masculinities Framework. Health 
Education & Research, 33, 145-154. PMCID: In Process. Epub 

22. Johnson C, Molina Y, Blas M, Erickson M, Bayer A, Guiterrez M, Nevin P, Alva I, & Rao D. 2018. ‘The disease 
is mine, the body is mine, I decide’: Individual, interpersonal, and institutional barriers and facilitators among 
survivors of women’s cancers in Andean countries. Health Care for Women International, 39, 522-535. PMCID: 
PMC6029713. 

23. Scheel JR, Tillack AA, Mercer L, Coronado GD, Beresford SAA, Molina Y*, & Thompson B. 2017. Mobile 
versus fixed facility: Latina attitudes and preferences obtaining a mammogram. Journal of the American College 
of Radiology, 15, 19-28. MCID: PMC5756515. 

24. Molina Y, Kim SJ, Glassgow AE, Berrios NM, San Miguel Y, Darnell JS, Pauls H, Vijayasiri G, Warnecke RB, & 
Calhoun EA. 2018. Patient navigation improves subsequent breast cancer screening after a non-cancerous result: 
evidence from the Patient Navigation in Medically Underserved Areas Study. Journal of Women’s Health, 27, 
317-323. PCID: PMC5865251. 

25. Scheel JR, Molina Y, Anderson BO, Nakigudde G, Gralow JR, Lehman CD, Patrick DL, & Thompson B. 2017. 
Breast cancer beliefs as potential targets for breast cancer awareness efforts to decrease late-stage presentation in 
Uganda. Journal of Global Radiology. Epub. NIHMS890463. 

26. Molina Y, Dirkes J, & Valles-Ramirez J. 2017. Burn-out among HIV/AIDS volunteers: a socio-cultural analysis 
among Latino gay and bisexual men and transgender people. Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 46, 
1231-1249. PMC5798894. 

27. Molina Y, Zimmermann K, Carnahan LR, Paulsey E, Bigman CA, Khare MM, Zahnd W, & Jenkins W. 2017. 
Rural women’s perceptions about cancer disparities and contributing factors: A call to communication. Journal of 
Cancer Education. Epub. PMC5572753. 

28. Molina Y, McKell M, Mendoza N, Barbour L, Berrios NM, Murray K, Ferrans CE. 2018. Health volunteerism 
and improved cancer health for Latina and African American women and their social networks: Potential 
mechanisms. Journal of Cancer Education, 33, 59-66. PMC5179314. 

29. Molina Y, Briant K, Sanchez J, O’Connell M, & Thompson B. 2017. Knowledge and social engagement change 
in intention to be screened for colorectal cancer. Ethnicity & Health, 24, 1-19. PMC5524622 

30. Wandell G, Molina Y*, Sánchez H, Greer A, Ríos J, Bain C, Segura P, Lamar JR, Sánchez J, & Duerr A. 2017. 
Knowledge and preferences concerning acute HIV testing programs among Peruvian men who have sex with 
men and transgender women. International Journal of STDs & HIV, 28, 1010-1017. PMC5526724. 

31. Silva A, Molina Y, Hunt B, Markossian T, & Sayied N. 2017. Potential impact of the Affordable Care Act’s 
preventive services provision on breast cancer stage: A preliminary assessment. Cancer Epidemiology 49, 108-
111. PMC5544537. 

32. Scheel JR, Molina Y*, Patrick DL, Anderson BO, Nakigudde G, Lehman CD, & Thompson B. 2017. Breast 
cancer downstaging practices and breast health messaging preferences among a community sample of urban and 
rural Ugandan women. Journal of Global Oncology, 3, 105-113. PMC5424549. 

33. Molina Y, Plascak JJ, Patrick DL, Bishop S, Coronado GD, & Beresford SAA. 2017. Neighborhood predictors 
of mammography barriers among US-based Latinas. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, 4, 233-242. 
PMC5055845. 



34. Molina Y, Beresford SAA, & Thompson B. 2017. Psychological outcomes after a false positive mammogram: 
preliminary evidence for ethnic differences across time. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities, 4, 123-
133. PMC4491952. 

35. Molina Y, Beresford SAA, Hayes Constant T, & Thompson B. 2017. Conversations about abnormal 
mammogram results on distress and timely follow-up across ethnicity. Journal of Cancer Education, 32, 320-327. 
PMC4808511. 

36. Scheel JR, Molina Y*, Thompson B, Coronado GD, Bishop S, Doty S, Jimenez R, Lehman CD, & Beresford 
SAA. 2017.  Healthcare factors for obtaining a mammogram in Latinas with a variable mammography history. 
Oncology Nursing Forum, 44, 66-76. PMC4628570. 

37. Molina Y, Glassgow AE, Kim SJ, Berrios NM, Pauls H, Watson KS, Darnell JS, & Calhoun EA. 2017. Patient 
Navigation in Medically Underserved Areas study design: A trial with implications for efficacy, effect 
modification, and full continuum assessment. Contemporary Clinical Trials, 53, 29-35. PMC5274626. 

38. Buscemi J, San Miguel Y, Tussing-Humphreys L, Watts E, Fitzgibbon ML, Watson KS, Winn RA, Matthews KL, 
& Molina Y. 2017. Rationale and design of Mi-CARE: The Mile Square Colorectal Cancer Screening, Awareness 
and Referral and Education Project. Contemporary Clinical Trials, 52, 75-79. PMC5110503. 

39. Watson KS, Blok AC, Buscemi J, Molina Y, Fitzgibbon M, Simon MA, Williams L, Matthews K, Studts JL, Lillie 
SE, Ostroff JS, Carter-Harris L, & Winn RA. 2016. Society of Behavioral Medicine supports implementation of 
high quality lung cancer screening in high risk populations. Translational Behavioral Medicine: Practice, Policy, 
and Research, 6, 669-671. PMC5110503. 

40. Knerr S, Hohl SD, Molina Y, Neuhouser ML, Li CI, Coronado GD, Fullerton SM, & Thompson B. 2016. 
Engaging study participants in research dissemination at a Center for Population Health and Health Disparities. 
Progress in Community Health Partnerships, 10, 569-576. PMC5499536. 

41. Zimmermann K, Carnahan L, Paulsey E, & Molina Y.  2016.  Health care eligibility and availability and health 
care reform: Are we addressing rural women’s barriers to accessing care?. Journal of Healthcare for the Poor and 
Underserved, 27, 204-219. PMC5125610. 

42. Rao D, Molina Y, Lambert N, & Cohn SE. 2016. Assessing stigma among African-Americans living with 
HIV/AIDS. Stigma and Health 1, 146-155. PMC5067075. 

43. Molina Y, Hohl SD, Nguyen M, Hempstead BH, Weatherby SR, Dunbar C, Beresford SAA, & Ceballos RM. 
2016. Ethnic differences in social support after initial receipt of an abnormal mammogram. Cultural Diversity & 
Ethnic Minority Psychology, 22, 588-593. PMC505836. 

44. Thompson B, Molina Y, Viswanath V, Warnecke RB, & Prelip M. 2016. Strategies to empower communities to 
reduce health disparities. Health Affairs 35, 1424-1428. PMC5554943. 

45. Plascak JJ, Molina Y, Idris A, Wu-Georges S, & Thompson B. 2016. Latino Residential Segregation and Self-
Rated Health among Latinos: Washington State Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2012-2014. Social 
Science & Medicine, 159, 38-47. PMC4883577. 

46. Molina Y, Scherman A, Hayes Constant TH, Hempstead B, Thompson-Dodd J, Richardson S, Weatherby SR, 
Reding KW, & Ceballos RM. 2016. Medical advocacy among African American women diagnosed with breast 
cancer: from recipient to resource. Supportive Care in Cancer, 24, 3077-3084. PMC4879045. 

47. Hohl SD, Molina Y, Koepl L, Lopez K, Vinson E, Linden H, & Ramsey S. 2016. Satisfaction with cancer care 
among American Indian and Alaska Natives in Oregon and Washington State: a qualitative study of survivor and 
caregiver perspectives. Supportive Care in Cancer, 24, 2437-2344. PMC4846546. 

48. Farhadifar F, Molina Y*, Taymoori P, & Akhavan S. 2016. Mediators of regular mammography in two tailored 
interventions for Iranian women. BMC Public Health 16; 149. PMC4752754. 

49. Molina Y, Silva A, & Rauscher GH. 2015. Racial/ethnic disparities in time to a breast cancer diagnosis: the 
mediating effects of healthcare facility factors. Medical Care, 53, 872-878. PMC4570266. 

50. Molina Y, Ornelas IJ, Doty SL, Bishop S, Beresford SAA, & Coronado GD. 2015. Family/friend 
recommendations and mammography intentions: The roles of perceived mammography norms and support. 
Health Education Research, 30, 797-809. PMC4654755. 

51. Scheel JR, Molina Y*, Briant KJ, Ibarra G, Lehman CD, & Thompson B. 2015. Latinas’ mammography 
intention following a home-based promotores-led intervention. Journal of Community Health, 40, 1185-1192. 
PMC4628570. 

52. Molina Y, Marquez JH, Logan DE, Leeson CJ, Balsam KF & Kaysen DL. 2015. Current intimate relationship 
status, depression, and alcohol use among bisexual women: The mediating roles of bisexual-specific minority 
stressors. Sex Roles, 73, 43-57. PMC4594946. 

53. Molina Y, Hempstead B, Thompson-Dodd J, Weatherby SR, Dunbar C, Hohl SD, Malen RC, & Ceballos RM. 
2015. Medical advocacy and supportive environments for African Americans following abnormal mammograms. 
Journal of Cancer Education, 30, 447-452. PMC4383730. 



54. Taymoori P, Molina Y, & Roshani D. 2015. Effects of a randomized controlled trial to increase repeat 
mammography in Iranian women. Cancer Nursing 38, 288-296. PMC4326613. 

55. Balsam KF, Molina Y, Blayney JA, Dillworth T, Zimmerman L, & Kaysen DL. 2015. Racial/ethnic differences 
in identity and health outcomes among young sexual minority women. Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority 
Psychology, 21, 380-390. PMC4512644. 

56. Kim S, Molina Y, Glassgow AE, Guadamuz J, & Calhoun EA. 2015. The effects of navigation and types of 
neighborhoods on timely follow-up of abnormal mammogram among Black women. Medical Research Archives 
3. PMC4775089. 

57. Molina Y, Kim S, Berrios N, & Calhoun EA. 2015. Medical mistrust and patient satisfaction with 
mammography: The mediating effects of perceived self-efficacy among navigated African American women. 
Health Expectations, 18, 2941-2950. PMC4393336. 

58. Ceballos RM, Molina Y, Malen RC, Ibarra G, Escareño M, & Marchello N. 2015 Design, development, and 
feasibility of a Spanish-language cancer survivor support-group. Journal of Supportive Care in Cancer 23, 2145-
2155. PMC4449795. 

59. Molina Y, Ceballos R, Dolan ED, Albano D, & McGregor B. 2015. Perceived risk and cancer worry among 
women with a family history of cancer: A new perspective on coping as a mediator. Psycho-oncology 24, 113-
116. PMC4282611. 

60. Molina Y, Thompson B, & Ceballos RM. 2014. Physician and family recommendations to obtain a mammogram 
and mammography intentions: The moderating effects of perceived seriousness and risk of breast cancer. Journal 
of Women’s Health Care 3, 199. PMC4281937.  

61. Molina Y, Hohl SD, Ko LK, Rodriguez EA, Thompson B, & Beresford SAA. 2014. Understanding the patient-
provider communication needs of Latina and non-Latina White women following an abnormal mammogram. 
Journal of Cancer Education, 29, 781-789. PMC4206667. 

62. Molina Y, Beresford SAA, Espinoza N, & Thompson B. 2014. Psychological distress, social withdrawal, and 
coping following receipt of an abnormal mammogram among different ethnicities: A mediation model. Oncology 
Nursing Forum, 41, 523-532. PMC4172284. 

63. Molina Y, Lehavot K, Simoni JM, & Beadnell B. 2014. Racial/ethnic disparities in health behaviors and 
conditions among lesbian and bisexual women: The role of internalized stigma. LGBT Health, 1:131-9. 
PMC4172284. 

64. Molina Y, Yi JC, Martinez-Gutierrez J, Yi-Frazier J, Reding K, & Rosenberg AR. 2014. Resilience among 
patients across the cancer continuum: Diverse perspectives. Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing 18: 93-101. 
PMC4002224. 

65. Molina Y, Thompson B, Espinoza N, & Ceballos R. 2013. Breast cancer interventions serving U.S.-based 
Latinas: Current approaches and directions. Women’s Health, 9: 335-350. PMC3969611. 

66. Molina Y, Martinez-Gutierrez J, Püschel K, & Thompson B. 2013. Plans to obtain a mammogram among 
Chilean women: The roles of recommendations and self-efficacy. Health Education Research 28: 784-92. 
PMC3772330. 

67. Molina Y, Choi SW, Cella D, & Rao D. 2013. Development, validation, and performance of Stigma Scale for 
Chronic Illnesses 8-item Version (SSCI-8) across neurological conditions. International Journal of Behavioral 
Medicine, 20, 450-460. PMC3758464. 

68. Molina Y & Ramirez-Valles J. 2013. HIV/AIDS stigma: Measurement and relationships to psycho-behavioral 
factors in Latino gay/bisexual men and transgender women. AIDS Care 25: 1559-1568. PMC3800251. 

69. Ramirez-Valles J, Molina Y, Dirkes J. 2013. Stigma towards PLWHA: The role of internalized homosexual 
stigma in Latino gay/bisexual male and transgender communities. AIDS Education and Prevention, 25: 179-189. 
PMC3718259. 

70. Lehavot K, Molina Y, & Simoni J. 2012. Childhood trauma, adult sexual assault, and adult gender expression 
among lesbian and bisexual women. Sex Roles 67: 272-284. PMC3758810. 

71. Balsam KF, Beadnell B, & Molina Y. 2012. The Daily Heterosexist Experiences Questionnaire: Measuring 
minority stress among lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender adults. Measurement and Evaluation in Counseling 
and Development 46: 3-25. PMC3777637. 

72. Balsam KF, Molina Y, Beadnell B, Simoni J, & Walters, K. 2011. Measuring multiple minority stress: LGBT 
People of Color Microaggressions Scale. Cultural Diversity & Ethnic Minority Psychology 17: 163-174. 
PMC4059824. 

73. O’Donnell S, Clifford M, & Molina Y. 2011. Comparative analysis of constraints and caste differences in brain 
investment among social paper wasps. Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 108: 7107-7112. 
PMC3084094. 



74. Molina Y & O’Donnell S. 2009. Males exhibit novel relationships of dominance with nest departure in the social 
paper wasp Mischocyttarus mastigophorus (Hymenoptera: Vespidae). Ethology 115: 738-746. 

75. Molina Y, Harris RM, & O’Donnell S. 2009. Brian organization mirrors caste differences, colony founding, and 
nest architecture in paper wasps (Hymenoptera: Vespidae). Proceedings of the Royal Society of London B: 
Biological Sciences 276: 3345-3351. PMC2817177. 

76. Molina Y & O’Donnell S. 2009. Worker reproductive competition affects division of labor in a primitively social 
paperwasp (Polistes instabilis). Insectes Sociaux 56: 14-20. 

77. Molina Y & Christenson T. 2008. Effects of mating experience on the subsequent reproductive behavior and 
sperm release in the spider Nesticodes rufipes. Animal Behaviour 76: 1327-1334. 

78. Molina Y & O’Donnell S. 2008. Age, sex, and dominance-related mushroom body plasticity in the paperwasp 
Mischocytarrus mastigophorus. Developmental Neurobiology 68: 950-959. PMID 18361403. 

79. Molina Y & O’Donnell S. 2008. A developmental test of the dominance-nutrition hypothesis: linking adult 
feeding, aggression, and reproductive potential in the paperwaps Mischocyttarus mastigophorus. Ethology, Ecology, & 
Evolution 20: 125-139.  

80. Linn CD, Molina Y, DiFatta J, & Christenson TE. 2007. The adaptive advantage of prolonged mating: a test of  

alternative hypotheses. Animal Behaviour 74: 481-485. 

81. Molina Y & O’Donnell S. 2007. Mushroom body is related to social aggression and ovary development in the 
paper wasp Polistes instabilis. Brain, Behaviour, and Evolution 70: 134-144. PMID 17519526. 

*Indicates manuscript wherein YM was primary mentor. +Indicates manuscript wherein YM is the senior, 
corresponding co-author. 

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW/REVISION 

 1. Molina Y, Watson KS, San Miguel LG, Aguirre K, Hernandez-Flores M, Giraldo TB, Lucio A, Coronado N, 
Matthews AK. Under revision. Integrating multiple community-based approaches in intervention development. 
Health Education Research.  

2. Nevin PE, Blas M, Bayer A, Gutierrez MAC, Rao D, & Molina Y [senior autor]. Under revision. Positive 
cancer care in Peru: patient and provider communications. Health Care for Women International. 

3. Logan DE, Lavoie AM, Zwick WR, Kunz K, Bumgardner MA, & Molina Y [senior author]. Under revision. 
Integrating addiction medicine into rural primary care: strategies and initial outcomes. Journal of Clinical and 
Consulting Psychology. 

4. Molina Y, Khanna AS, Watson KS, Villines D, Bergeron N, Strayhorn S, Strahan D, Skwara A, Mohan P, 
Walton S, Schneider JA, & Calhoun EA. Under review. Leveraging system sciences methods in clinical trial 
evaluation: An example using the Patient Navigation in Medically Underserved Areas Study. Contemporary 
Clinical Trials Communication. 

5. Fabian K, Molina Y [corresponding author], Kemp CG, Nevin PE, McCoy K, Simoni JM, Andrasik M, Cohn 
SE, Micci S, & Rao D. Under review. Internalized HIV-related stigma and breast health beliefs among African 
American women receiving care for HIV in the United States. Stigma and Health.  

6. Molina Y, Henderson V, Ornelas IJ, Scheel JR, Bishop S, Doty SL, Patrick DL, Beresford SAA, & Coronado 
GD. Under review. Understanding complex roles of family for Latina health: Evaluating family obligation stress. 
Family & Community Health. 

7. Longino A, Montano MA, Sanchez H, Bayer A, Sanchez J, Tossas-Milligan K, Molina Y, & Duerr A. Under 
review. Increasing PrEP uptake and adherence among MSM and TW sex workers in Lima, Perú: What and 
whom do different patients trust?. AIDS Care. 

8. Fletcher F, Vidrine DJ, Trejo MKB, Molina Y, Sha BE, Floyd BR, Sarhene N, Mator J, Matthews AK. Under 
review. "“You come back to the same ole shit:” a qualitative study of smoking cessation barriers among women 
living with HIV/AIDS: implications for intervention development.” Journal of Health Disparities Research and 
Practice. 

9. Chang Y, Sevekari T, Duerr A, Molina Y, & Gilada T. Under review. HIV self-testing in Pune, India: 
Perspectives and recommendations of female sex workers and peer educators. AIDS Care.  

10. Sharp JW, Hippe DS, Nakigudde G, Anderson BO, Muyinda Z, Molina Y, & Scheel JR. Under review. 
Modifiable patient-related barriers and their associations with breast cancer detection practices among Ugandan 
women. PLOS One. 

11. Nevin, PE, Lipira L, Kemp CG, Huh D, Cohn SE, Simoni JM, Adrasik M, Molina Y, French AL, & Rao D. 
Under review. When your control group is therapeutic – Interpreting findings from the Unity Study, a 
randomized controlled trial of an HIV-related stigma reduction intervention. AIDS & Behavior. 



BOOK CHAPTERS  

1. Nelson K, Yang JP, Molina Y, Simoni JM. 2014. Peer-based intervention approaches. In: Hope T, 
Richman DD, & Stevenson M (eds), Encyclopedia of AIDS. New York, NY: Springer Science + Business 
Media. 

2. Balsam KF, Molina Y, Lehavot K. 2013. Alcohol and drug use in lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
youth and young adults. In: Miller, P.M.  (ed), Principles of Addictive Behaviors: Comprehensive Addictive Behaviors and 
Disorders, Vol 1, pp. 564-572. San Diego: Elsevier. 

INVITED TALKS 

1. Breast Health Global Initiative Global Summit on International Breast Health and Cancer Control 2018. Molina Y. 
Panel: Improving Breast Health Care through Resource-Stratified Phased Implementation.  

2. Medical Organization for Latino Advancement Latino Health Symposium Annual Meeting 2018. Molina Y. “The 
role of mentorship and educational programs in launching research careers and promoting diversity and inclusion.” 

3. S|GNS Summit 2018. Molina Y. “Parallels in multi-level foci across biological and social sciences.” Panel: The 
Science of Social Justice: Bridges between social science research, activism, and institutional reform. 

4. National Latino Cancer Summit 2018. Molina Y.  “Multilevel interventions to optimize Latino health: What are 
opportunities and challenges in the current policy climate?.” Panel: From science to populations to people: the 
Latino cancer conundrum. Co-chairs: Ceballos RM, Thompson B. 

5. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2016. Molina Y. “Latina cancer survivors: What 
should be our targeted priorities and what are opportunities for survivor leaders?.” 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

 1. 2019 Society for Community Research and Action Biennial Conference on Community Research and Action 
(Poster presentation): Cain D, Barrett RE, Molina Y, & Ramriez-Valles JR. Collective efficacy in racially and 
ethnically diverse neighborhoods in Queens, New York.  

2. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2019 (Poster presentation): Carnahan LR, 
Zimmermann K, Hallgren E, Peña K, Nwigwe L, Watson K, & Molina Y. Characterizing the role of multilevel 
social factors on rural cancer survivors’ quality of life. 

3. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2019 (Published abstract presentation): Chebli P,  
Abboud S, Zayed L, & Molina Y. Exploring cancer risk perceptions in Arab Americans in Chicago: a mixed 
method study.  

4. 2019 Society of Behavioral Medicine 40th Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions (Oral presentation): Molina Y, 
Carnahan L, Hallgren E, Zimmermann K, Watson KS. “Characterizing the social environment of rural cancer 
survivors and caregivers: Preliminary data from the Illinois Rural Cancer Assessment”. Panel: Unique challenges, 
targeted solutions: considering context to understand and eliminate disparities in health.” Co-Chairs: Kassandra 
Alcarez, Betina Yanez. 

5. 2019 Society of Behavioral Medicine 40th Annual Meeting and Scientific Sessions (Poster presentation): 
Zimmermann K, Carnahan L, Hallgren E, Watson KS, & Molina Y. “Rurality and health-related quality of life 
among rural survivors.” 

6. American Public Health Association 2018 Annual meeting & Expo (Oral presentation): Carnahan LR, Hallgren 
E, Zimmermann K, Peña K, Watson KS, & Molina Y. “Characterizing the role of social factors on quality of life 
and survival in health disparity populations.” 

7. 2018 Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students (Poster presentation): Cardoso-Mendoza E, 
Rios G, Robledo C, & Molina Y. “Intervention impacts and the role of weight status on older Latina 
participants’ conversations about diet and physical activity.” 

8. Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation 2018 (Poster presentation): 
Zimmermann K, Carnahan L, Molina Y, & Geller SE. “The role of context in the implementation of a 
cardiovascular risk-reduction intervention in rural churches.” 

9. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2018 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, San Miguel LG, Pichardo C, Rios G, Diaz 
L, Cardenas S, Cardoso-Mendosa E, Arroyo J, Medina M, Coronado N, Lucio A, Hernandez O, & Walton S. 
“Empowering Latinas to obtain breast cancer screenings: Comparing intervention effects and cost-effectiveness.” 

10. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2018 (Poster presentation): Pichardo C, Thompson B, & Molina Y. “The 
influence of diet and physical activity in the relationship between context, obesity, and obesity-related cancer 



disparities: A systematic review.” 

11. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2018 (Poster presentation): Silva A, Guzman A, Pichard C, Molina Y, Balanean 
A, & Khosla P. “Did the Affordable Care Act improve insurance coverage and stage at diagnosis among 
nonelderly underserved breast cancer patients?” 

12. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2018 (Poster presentation): Carnahan L, Jones L, Brewer K, Molina Y, & 
Rauscher G. “Race and gender differences in awareness of colorectal screening tests among recently diagnosed 
colon cancer patients.” 

13. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2018 (Oral presentation): Sanchez Diaz C, Molina Y & Rauscher GH. “The 
mediating role of unmet social support needs on the racial/ethnic disparity in psychosocial stress among breast 
cancer patients.” 

14. The 2018 National Diversity in STEM Conference: National SACNAS Conference (Poster presentation): Peña K, 
Diaz L, Cardoso-Mendoza E, San Miguel L, & Molina Y*. “How does the social environment affect cultural 
misconceptions about breast cancer Among Latinas?” **Top presentation in Health/Medicine. 

15. The 2018 National Diversity in STEM Conference: National SACNAS Conference (Poster presentation): 
Cardenas S, Robledo C, & Molina Y. “Associations between self-rated health, volunteerism, and mammography 
uptake among older Latinas in Chicago.” 

16. Medical Organization for Latino Advancement Latino Health Symposium Annual Meeting 2018 (Oral 
presentation): Peña K, Diaz L, Cardoso-Mendoza E, San Miguel L, & Molina Y*. “How does the social 
environment affect cultural misconceptions about breast cancer Among Latinas?”**First place for oral presentations. 

17. Medical Organization for Latino Advancement Latino Health Symposium Annual Meeting 2018 (Oral 
presentation): Avila C, Peña K, Cardenas S, Guitelman J, Mariscal B, Merlos S & Molina Y*. “The role of 
financial burden on the mental health of Latina breast cancer survivors.” 

18. Ecological Society of America 2018 (Oral panel presentation). Molina Y. “Why are ecologists uniquely equipped 
to be allies: A multilevel perspective.” Panel: Being An Ally.  

19. American Sociological Association Annual Conference 2018: Hallgren E, Carnahan L, Zimmermann K, & 
Molina Y*. “Financial and work burdens among rural cancer survivors.” 

20. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2018 (Oral presentation): Molina Y, San Miguel LG, 
Tamayo L, Sanchez-Diaz C, Robledo C, Peña K, Lucio A, Hernandez O, Arroyo J, Medina M, Coronado N & 
Villa I. “Empowering Latinas to obtain breast cancer screenings: comparing intervention effects, Part 2.” 
**Published as a top-rated abstract in Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers, and Prevention. 

21. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2018 (Poster presentation). Tamayo L, San Miguel L, 
De La Torre RA, & Molina Y*. “Perceived risk of breast cancer and breast health communication among Latina 
women in Chicago.” 

22. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2018 (Published abstract presentation). Sanchez- 
Diaz C & Molina Y*. “Impact of interventions on diet and physical activity communication among Latina 
women in Chicago.” 

23. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2018 (Poster presentation). Chebli P, Watson K, Al-
Kodmany A, & Molina Y*. “Cancer control research priorities in Arabs living in the United States: a systematic 
review.” 

24. American Public Health Association 2017 Annual Meeting & Expo (Oral presentation): Zimmermann K, 
Carnahan L, & Molina Y. “Access and usage in rural, Southernmost Illinois: implications for health promotion.” 

25. 2017 Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students (Poster presentation): Peña K, San Miguel 
L, Robledo C, Tamayo L, Sanchez Diaz C, Lucio A, Arroyo J, Medina M, Villa I, Coronado N, & Molina Y*. 
“Mammography use among Latinas: The unique and combined roles of distinct barriers and preferred solutions.” 

26. The 2017 National Diversity in STEM Conference: National SACNAS Conference (Poster presentation): Rojas 
JC & Molina Y*.  “Paid sick leave policies in Chicago: Social cognitive factors in obtaining cancer screenings.” 
**Top presentation in Health/Medicine. 

27. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2017 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, San Miguel LG, Tamayo L, Gonzalez S, de 
la Torre R, Peña K, Lucio A, Hernandez O, Arroyo J, Medina M, & Coronado N. “Empowering Latinas to 
obtain breast cancer screenings: comparing intervention effects, Part 1.” 

28. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2017 (Oral presentation): Beresford SAA, Molina Y, Plascak JJ, Patrick DL, & 



Coronado GD. “Neighborhood factors and changes in mammography screening rates in response to promotora 
intervention in Latinas.” 

29. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2017 (Oral presentation): San Miguel Y, Watson KS, Hobbs K, Grumertz S, Winn 
R, & Molina Y*. “Considering unintended effects of a colorectal cancer navigation program in a federally 
qualified health center in Chicago on mammography uptake.” 

30. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2017 (Poster presentation): Hallgren E, Carnahan LR, Zimmermann K, & 
Molina Y*. “Cancer-related financial burden, employment, and health among rural cancer survivors.” 

31. Society for Psychological Study of Social Issues Annual Meeting 2017 (Oral panel presentation): Molina Y, 
Molina KM, Thomas A, & Rojas JC. “Racial/ethnic disparities in uptake of paid sick leave in Chicago.”  

32. International Society for Social Network Analysis Sunbelt Meeting 2017 (Oral presentation): Molina Y, Vijayasiri 
G, Fisher JC, Brown T, Moody J, Warnecke RB, & Rauscher GH. “Network density and medical mistrust among 
breast cancer patients: Do relationships vary by ethnicity?.” 

33. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2017 (Poster presentation): Hempstead B, Green C, 
Briant KJ, Thompson B, & Molina Y*. “Community Empowerment Partners: Examining the use of peer 
education to empower African American women to improve breast health.” 

34. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2017 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Lucio A, 
Hernandez O, Garcia C, Coronado N, San Miguel L, Hernandez-Flores M, Delgadillo M, & Torres J. 
“Comparing two interventions’ relative effectiveness to promote breast health among Latinas: Design 
development through the lens of multiple stakeholders.”  

35. American Society of Preventive Oncology’s Annual Meeting 2017 (Poster presentation): Sanchez Diaz CT, 
Murphy AM, Molina Y, Rauscher GH. “Disparities in stage at breast cancer diagnosis by insurance status pre-
diagnosis.” 

36. The 2017 Midwestern Psychological Association Conference (Poster presentation): San Miguel L & Molina Y*. 
“Latinas’ barriers to community advocacy: perspectives of women with and without experience.”  

37. The 2016 HIV Continuum of Care Across the Lifespan of Women at the Centers for AIDS Research (CFAR) 
Joint Symposium on HIV Research (Poster presentation): Fletcher F, Matthews A, Buchberg M, Floyd B, Molina 
Y, Sarhene N, Mator J, Sha B, & Vidrine D. ““It’s our friend. The cigarette is our friend”: Focus group 
discussions to inform the development of a smoking cessation intervention for women living with HIV/AIDS.” 

38. The 2016 HIV Continuum of Care Across the Lifespan of Women at the Centers for AIDS Research (CFAR) 
Joint Symposium on HIV Research (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Scheel JR, Endeshaw M, Lambert N, Nevin 
PE, French A, Turan JM, Cohn SE, & Rao D. “Does HIV-related stigma impact other health issues? The case of 
breast cancer among African American women living with HIV.” 

39. The 2016 National Diversity in STEM Conference: National SACNAS Conference (Poster presentation): 
Hernandez-Flores M & Molina Y*. “The influence of children on mothers’ general health: A qualitative analysis 
of Latinas with and without health volunteerism.” 

40. The 2016 National Diversity in STEM Conference: National SACNAS Conference (Poster presentation): 
Delgadillo M & Molina Y*. “Chicagoareas with high undocumented Latino populations and their link to high 
rates of late stage breast cancer diagnosis.” 

41. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2016 (Poster presentation): Silva A, Markossian T, & Molina Y. “A preliminary 
assessment of the potential impact of the Affordable Care Act on breast cancer stage.” 

42. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2016 (Poster presentation): San Miguel Y, Molina Y*, Grumeretz S, Winn R, 
Watson K, & Matthews K. “Impact of neighborhood effects on a multi-approach colorectal cancer screening 
navigation program in an urban federally qualified health center.” 

43. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2016 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, San Miguel Y, Kim SJ, Glassgow AE, 
Berrios NM, Darnell JS, & Calhoun EA. “The effect of navigation on mammography uptake among Latinas: 
Effect modification by facility and neighborhood characteristics.” 

44. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2016 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Lucio A, Aguirre K, Torres J, Hernandez-
Flores M, Delgadillo M, San Miguel L, & Watson KS. “Breast cancer interventions for Latinas: Incorporating 
feedback from target participants, interventionists, and stakeholders.” 

45. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Poster presentation): San Miguel Y, Watson 



KS, Molina Y*, Grumeretz S, Matthews K, Martinez E, Winn R. “Effect modifiers in a multimethod colorectal 
cancer screening navigation program.”  

46. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Poster presentation):  de la Riva E, Giachello 
AL, Watson KS, Stuart M, Martinez E, Rodriguez A, Vasquez R, Mosqueda J, Molina Y, Magasi S, Girotti J, & 
Simon M. “Multi-academic, professional, and community partnerships: An intervention model to achieve cancer 
health equity.” 

47. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Poster presentation):  Carnahan L, 
Zimmermann K, Molina Y, Paulsey E, & Khare M. “‘I know he’d out lift me’: Rural men, masculinity, and 
physical activity.” 

48. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Poster presentation):  Ceballos RM, 
Hempstead B, Thompson-Dodd, Weatherby SR, Malen R, Hohl S, & Molina Y. “Race and communication in 
cancer: conversations with oncology professionals and African-American breast cancer survivors.” 

49. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Roundtable presentation): Zimmerman K, 
Carnahan L, Fisher S, Molina Y, & Risser H. “Using CBPR principles to design and pilot cardiovascular risk 
reduction intervention evaluation.”  

50. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Roundtable presentation):  Zimmerman K, 
Carnahan L, Veldhuis C, Molina Y, & Geller SE. “Evaluation of the “Heart Smart” church-based intervention 
for cardiovascular disease risk reduction in rural, southernmost Illinois.”  

51. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Roundtable presentation):  Ceballos RM, 
Hempstead B, Thompson-Dodd, Weatherby SR, Malen R, Hohl S, & Molina Y. “Churches as sources of 
support for African-American women with breast cancer: True for some, not for all.” 

52. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Oral presentation): Zimmerman K, 
Carnahan L, Paulsey E, & Molina Y. “Rural women’s access to health care: The role of national health care 
reform.”  

53. American Public Health Association 2016 Annual Meeting & Expo (Oral presentation):  Ceballos RM, 
Hempstead B, Thompson-Dodd, Weatherby SR, Malen R, Hohl S, & Molina Y. “Providing emotional support 
during transition to survivorship: perceptions of oncology professionals and African-American breast cancer 
survivors.”  

54. Latina Researchers Network Conference 2016 (Poster presentation): Molina Y*, Lucio A, Aguirre K, Torres J, 
Delgadillo M, Hernandez-Flores M, San Miguel L, Watson KS, & Ferrans CE. "Breast health equity for Latinas: 
Disentangling the monolith of 'community stakeholder' in intervention research." 

55. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2015 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Kim SJ, Glassgow AE, Darnel JS, Berrios 
NM, Pauls H, Vijayasiri G, Warnecke RB, & Calhoun EA. “Effects of navigation on initial and repeat 
mammography screening among medically underserved women.” 

56. Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities Annual Meeting 2015 (Oral presentation): Molina Y & 
Calhoun EA. “The Patient Navigation in Medically Underserved Communities Study.” 

57. American Public Health Association 2014 (Oral presentation): Molina Y, Beresford SAA, Patrick DL, Plascak JJ, 
Coronado GD. “Neighborhood predictors of mammography screening among Latinas in Western Washington.” 

58. Latino Health Forum 2014 (Poster presentation): Hohl S, Knerr S, Molina Y, Fullerton S, Thompson B. 
“Eliminating disparate health outcomes for Latinas: engaging study participants to identify research dissemination 
strategies.”  

59. National Latino Cancer Summit 2014 (Poster presentation): Plascak, JJ, Beresford SAA, Thompson B, Patrick 
DL, Molina Y, Bishop S, Coronado S. “Methodological considerations in multilevel studies: plans to obtain a 
mammogram among Latina women in Western Washington.” 

60. Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities Annual Meeting 2014 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, 
Kim S, Berrios N, Calhoun EA. “Racial/ethnic disparities in breast cancer-related healthcare communication and 
experiences among navigated women.” 

61. Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities Annual Meeting 2014 (Poster presentation):  Molina Y, 
Espinoza N, Thompson B, Beresford SAA. “Psychological outcomes after a family positive mammogram: 
preliminary evidence for ethnic differences.” 

62. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2013 (Poster presentation): Kim S, Molina Y, Berrios N, Calhoun EA: “Timely 
breast cancer diagnostic resolution: effects of individual and neighborhood characteristics.” 

63. Latino Health Forum 2013 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Beresford SAA, Espinoza N, Thompson B: “The 
strength of family and friends: social support for Latinas with an abnormal mammogram.” 



64. American Psychological Association’s Conference 2013 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Lehavot K, Beadnell B, 
Simoni J: “Racial/ethnic disparities in physical health among sexual minority women.” 

65. Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities Annual Meeting 2013 (Oral presentation): Molina Y, 
Espinoza N, Thompson B, Beresford SAA. “Ethnic differences in stress following an abnormal mammogram 
result: what are the moderating roles of optimism and emotional support?.” 

66. Latino Health Equity 2013 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Espinoza N, Thompson B, Beresford SAA. 
“Reactions to abnormal mammogram results: ethnic differences in psychological distress, coping, and time to 
follow-up care.” 

67. Society of Behavioral Medicine’s 34th Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions 2013 (Poster presentation): Molina 
Y, Ceballos R, McGregor B. “Stress reduction, depression, and obesity among women with a family history of 
cancer.” 

68. Society of Behavioral Medicine’s 34th Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions 2013 (Oral presentation): Molina Y, 
Hohl SD, Rodriguez EA, Ko LK, Thompson B, & Beresford SAA. “Abnormal mammogram results among 
Latinas and White women: what are differences in the healthcare experience?.” 

69. Teacher’s College of Columbia University’s 5th Annual Health Disparities Conference 2013 (Oral Presentation): 
Molina Y, Hohl SD, Rodriguez EA, Ko L, Thompson B, & Beresford SAA. “Ethnic differences in stress and 
coping following an abnormal mammogram result.” 

70. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2012 (Poster presentation): Ceballos R, Molina Y, Thompson B. “Evidence of 
social influence promoting cancer knowledge and intent to obtain mammography among rural Latinas.”  

71. American Association of Cancer Research’s The Science of Cancer Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities 
and the Medically Underserved 2012 (Poster presentation): Molina Y, Ko LK, Thompson B, & Beresford SAA. 
“Ethnic differences in cancer worry following an abnormal mammogram result: the roles of risk perception and 
follow-up care beliefs.”  

72. Centers for Population Health and Health Disparities Annual Meeting 2012 (Poster presentation):  Molina Y, Ko 
LK, Beresford SAA, & Thompson B. “Ethnic differences in stress and coping following an abnormal 
mammogram result: Preliminary findings.” 

73. Latino Health Equity 2012 (Poster presentation):  Molina Y, Ceballos R, & Thompson B. “Mammography use: 
The importance of recommendations by physicians, family, and friends.”  

74. Cancer, Culture, & Literacy Conference 2012 (Poster presentation):   Molina Y, Ceballos R, & Thompson B. 
“SANA: formative study for rural Latino cancer survivor programs.”  

75. American Sociological Association 2012 (Poster presentation): Ramirez-Valles, J., & Molina Y. “HIV/AIDS 
stigma: measurement and correlates to health outcomes.” 

76. International Society for Traumatic Stress Studies 2012 (Poster presentation):  Balsam KF, Molina Y, Cochran 
BN, & Simpson TJ. “Military experiences, trauma, and mental health in a national sample of lesbian, gay, and 
bisexual veterans.” 

77. American Psychological Association 2011 (Poster presentation):  Balsam KF, Fieland K, Molina Y, & Beadnell 
B. “Cumulative trauma and health among diverse sexual minority women.” 

78. National Multicultural Conference & Summit 2011 (Poster presentation):  Molina Y, Balsam KF, & Beadnell B. 
“Coping, and mental health among ethnically diverse LGBT adults.”  

79. 2006 Entomological Society of America 2006 (Oral presentation): Molina Y. “Social aggression, reproductive 
dominance, and mushroom body organization in the paper wasp Polistes instabilis.”  

*Indicates poster wherein YM was primary mentor. 



ANALYTIC SKILLS 

 Qualitative: Principles of grounded theory, content analysis with inductive and deductive approaches 

 Quantitative: Regression (linear, hierarchical, logistic, ANCOVA/ANOVA/MANOVA/Repeated Measures), 
factor analysis (EFA, CFA), path analysis, structural equation modeling, non-parametric tests 

LANGUAGES  

 English 

 Spanish 

COURSES  

 Methods in Community Health  

 Research Design & Methods in Psychology 

 Psychology of Racism  

 Cross-cultural Psychology 

 Ethnic/Minority Health  

 LGBTQ Health 

 Queer Bodies 

SERVICE  

 Departmental 

o Member, UIC Community Health Sciences Division Doctoral Studies Committee (2016-2018) 

o Member, UIC Community Health Sciences Division Preliminary Exam Committee (2016-2017) 

 School  

o Research Member, Academic-Practice Partnerships: Operations Committee (2017-Present) 

o Faculty Advisor, UIC Minority Students for the Advancement of Public Health (2016-Present) 

o Mentor, UIC Komen Cancer Epidemiology and Health Disparities program (2016-Present) 

 University 

o UIC SPH Representative, Faculty Senate (2017-Present) 

o Junior Mentor, UIC Cancer Education and Career Development Program (2018-Present) 

o Research Mentor, Latin@s Gaining Access to Networks for Advancement in Science (2018-Present) 

o Member, UIC Institute for Race Research & Public Policy Executive Board (2017-Present) 

o Member, UIC Institute for Race Research & Public Policy Embodied Inequalities Virtual Advising Group 
(2016-Present) 

o Research Mentor, UI College of Medicine Hispanic Center of Excellence Summer Undergraduate Research 
Program for Health Disparities (2016-Present) 

o Co-lead, UIC Cancer Center – ChicagoCHEC Research & Education Core (2015-2016) 

 Local  

o Member, Susan G Komen Chicago Mission and Advocacy Committee (2018-Present) 

o Member, Pilsen Health Task Force (2017-Present) 

o Member, Metropolitan Chicago Breast Cancer Task Force Latino Symposium Planning Committee (2017) 

o Member, Metropolitan Chicago Breast Cancer Task Force Advocacy and Policy Committees (2016-Present) 

o Member, Gilda’s Club Chicago Latino Advisory Council (2016-Present) 

 National 

o Chair, Health Disparities Special Interest Group, American Society for Preventive Oncology (2018-Present) 

o Vice Chair, Health Disparities Special Interest Group, American Society for Preventive Oncology (2017-2018) 

o Member, Latino Cancer Institute Advisory Committee (2018-Present) 

o Mentor, NICHD-funded Social Networks & Health program, 2018- 

o Early Career Reviewer, National Institutes of Health, 2018- 

o Ad Hoc Reviewer 

 Journal of General Internal Medicine 

 Health Promotion Practice 



 International Journal of Behavioral Medicine 

 Cancer, Epidemiology, Biomarkers, & Prevention 

 Cancer 

 Psycho-oncology 

 Women’s Health Issues 

 British Journal of Cancer 

 Preventive Medicine 

 Journal of the International AIDS Society 

 AIDS Research & Treatment 

 Anxiety, Stress, and Coping 

 Journal of Consulting and Counseling Psychology 

 Journal of Homosexuality 

 Psychology of Women Quarterly 

 International Journal of Health Policy and Management 

 Past institutional service 

o Lead academic collaborator for Stigma Working Group of UW/FHCRC Center for AIDS Research’s 
Community Advisory Board (2013-2015) 

o Member, Seattle Central College Institutional Review Board (2011-2014) 

o Member for two Seattle Central College’s dean and faculty hiring committees, one departmental assessment 
committee, the achievement gap committee, and social justice emphasis working group (2009-2014) 

 Mentorship 

o High School Research Assistants: Corazón Avila (Molina UIC Lab), Sara Fryzlewicz (Molina UIC Lab), 
Cameron White (Molina UIC Lab), Raquel Turcios (Molina UIC Lab) 

o Undergraduate Research Assistants: Prathmika Jha (Molina UIC Lab), Jeanette Olazar (Molina UIC Lab), 
Joanna Olazar (Molina UIC Lab), Jocelyne Lemus (Molina UIC Lab), Antonio Rodriguez (Molina UIC Lab), 
Martasia Carter (Molina UIC Lab), Esmeralda Cardoso-Mendoza (Molina UIC Lab), Stephanie Cardenas 
(Molina UIC Lab), Leslie Diaz (Molina UIC Lab), Lillian Nwigwe (Molina UIC Lab), Casandra Robledo 
(Molina UIC Lab), Leonardo Ramirez (Molina UIC Lab), Juan Rojas (Molina UIC Lab), Mariana Hernandez-
Flores (Molina UIC Lab), Maria Delgadillo (Molina UIC Lab), Kryztal Peña (Molina UIC Lab), Rachel 
Rinehart (UIC-Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center collaboration), Lauren Mercer (Molina Postdoc 
Team), Jacob Marquez (Molina Postdoc Team), Gabe Barnow (Molina Postdoc Team), Michelle Nguyen 
(Molina Postdoc Team), Aysha Kloub (Molina Postdoc Team) 

o Graduate/Medical Student Research Assistants: Georgia Hutchins (Molina UIC Lab), Genesis Rios (Molina 
UIC Lab), Lizeth Tamayo (Molina UIC Lab), Karen Aguirre (Molina UIC Lab), Rosa de la Torre (Molina 
UIC Lab), Steven Chrzas (Molina UIC Lab), Ellen Paulsey (UIC Center for Research on Women and 
Gender), Anna Greer (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center), Grace Wandell (Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center), Angela Primbas (Fred Huthinson Cancer Research Center) 

o MPH Advisees: Walter Swift (UIC Community Health Sciences Division), Jocelyn Vaughn (UIC Community 
Health Sciences Division ), Sydney Fouché (UIC Community Health Sciences Division), Silvia Lara (UIC 
Community Health Sciences Division), Kaniya Samm (UIC Community Health Sciences Division), Aris 
Brown (UIC Community Health Sciences Division), Colleen Hallock (UIC Community Health Sciences 
Division), Nidhi Suthar (UIC Community Health Sciences Division), Karen Talamayan (UIC Community 
Health Sciences Division) 

o Doctoral Advisees: Catherine Pichardo (Molina UIC Lab), Melissa Gutierrez Kapheim (Adviser), Perla Chebli 
(Adviser), Leslie Carnahan (Dissertation Committee Chair), Margaret Pichardo (Dissertation Committee 
Member), Stephanie Ezell (Dissertation Committee Member), (Kristine Zimmermann (Dissertation 
Committee Member), Emily Hallgren (Dissertation Committee Member), Demetria Cain (Dissertation 
Committee Member), Daniel Friend (Dissertation Committee Member) Lijuan Yin (Dissertation Committee 
Member), Carola Sanchez Diaz (Molina UIC Lab, Preliminary Exam Committee Member), Alpana Kaushiva 
(Preliminary Exam Committee Member), Alejandro Hughes (Preliminary Exam Committee Member), 
Karriem Watson (Dissertation Reader) 

o Research Staff/Supervisees: Lupe Ruiz (Molina UIC Lab), Tatiana Giraldo (Molina UIC Lab), Liliana San 
Miguel (Molina UIC Lab), Sylvia Gonzalez (Molina UIC Lab), Jessica Torres (Molina UIC Lab), Yazmin San 
Miguel (UI Cancer Center), Raymond Ruiz (UI Cancer Center), Crystal Johnson (UI Cancer Center) 



o ESI: Robert de la Grecca (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center), Francisco Iacobelli (UIC) 
 

 
 

 


